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November 1, 1962 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Salmon in Androscoggin 
The Maine Water Improvement Commission has taken a sen­
sible attitude toward water pollution abatement in advising 
communities along the Androscoggin River to review and update
their programso The alternative is action by the federal 
government. 
We agree that action on the local and state levels, in 
cooperation with New Hampshire, much is to be preferred to 
having the problem tossed into Washington's lap. Here, we 
know the problem from its various angles and realize the dis­
advantages and dangers of attempting too rapid a cleanup of 
pollution which has developed over a period of many, many 
years. 
Washington dreamers will want to show dramatic results 
quickly, even if the cost is high both in money and in indus­
tries. We are willing to get the same results over a period 
of time, at a lower price in each bracket. 
It would be wonderful to have the st&te~y Androscoggin
River for recreational use immediately. But we must be prac­
tical, Such use of the river was possible 150 years ago, but 
as the valley was developed and communities grew, the river 
became a convenient and inexpensive disposallo We have lost 
it for recreational use for several decades to come, although 
anti-pollution work gradually is restoring cleaner waters. 
A federal crash program to scrub each rock in the river 
bottom and eliminate all polluting waste, industrial and munic­
ipal, could restore salmon fishing in the Androscoggin River. 
But who can affort it? 
The continuing cleanup
time we must be practical.
in keeping us on our toes. 
program is a musto But at the same 
Federal prodding can be helpful
But the job needs to be done here 
at home. 
November 18, 1962 Portland Sunday Telegram 
A. Cruel Master 
A recent magazine article quotes an old saying that 
"Water is a very good servant, but it is a cruel master." 
The article, in "Country Beautiful," is about water, It is 
of special interest to Maine because the water it discusses 
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is Maine water. And the significant thing about this water 
is that it is polluted. Maine has shown as the article 
suggests, that water can inceed become a cruel master. 
"Maine is almost a textbook illustration of the erratic 
progress of pollution control," says Arno Karlen, the writer 
of the article, entitled "Muddled Waters: The Challenge To 
Maine." "Gross pollution stands next to careful regulation,
extraordinary and successful effort at the side of apathy, 
backwardness, and neglect. Good modern projects are under 
way in Augusta, Saco and Caribou; Portland, the largest city
in the state, is still in the planning stage. The attorney 
general's office is more helpful than before; still, there 
are stories of mayors and local judges going to absurd lengths 
to evade the WIC (Water Improvement Commission)." 
Mr. Karlen's article is a well-balanced survey of munic­
ipal sewage pollution and efforts that are being made to 
clean it up through construction of sewers and treatment plants. 
Unfortunately, he scarcely touches on the main problem, the 
pollution caused by industries. To read Mr. Karlen, one would 
scarcely be 'aware that by far tne biggest polluters are the 
paper mills that discharge waste into every major river. 
Perhaps that is just as well. Readers outside of Maine 
will get no disparaging ideas of conditions here. Maine 
residents don ,'t need to read magazine articles to know where 
conditions are bad. Their noses tell them. They are also 
aware that, in the major rivers at least, the pollution by 
industry far outstrips that caused by municipal sewage. The 
recent report by the U.S. Public Health Service on the Andros­
coggin River drove home the point that 94 per cent 01' the 
organic waste load discharged into that stream comes from in­
dustry and only six per cent from municipal sewage. 
There was a time when industries were doing more than 
the towns and cities towards cleaning up Maine's polluted 
streams. NOW, municipalities, under the spur of the WIC and 
the incentive of federal and state grants, are moving more 
rapidly to clean up. The Kennebec River is a good example.
Since classification of the river by the last Legislature and 
the setting of a 15-year timetable for clean-up I the City of, 
Augusta has undertaken a big program of collec~~ng and tre~t~ng 
its sewage. But other communities and in~ustries on the r~ver 
are further 'behind. We trust that they w~ll regard the 15 
years as the deadline ror completion of pOllution abatement, 
as it was meant to be, and not as an extenSion of their freedom 
to pollute. 
Nor should the letter or the law be the only spur to clean­
ing up other rivers. The Penobscot, for example, won't be 
classified before 1965, yet that doesn't make pollution there 
\ 
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any less offenslve o Classification of the Androscoggin 
appears to be no closer than 1967, unless pressure from the 
federal agency forces a speed-up. And despite measures already
taken by industry on that river, more drastic abatement work 
will have to be done to control the cruel master of pollution. 
January 15, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Urges Early study Of 
Water Pollution Control in N.E. 
WASHL~GTON (AP) -- Early studies of possible comprehensive
control of water pollution in New England river basins and 
the New York metropolitan area were urged today by Sen. 
Abraham Riblcoff, D. Conn. 
In a letter to Anthony J. Celebrezze, his successor as 
secretary of Welfare, Ribicoff asked that high budget priority
be given such studies. 
"Of immediate concern to the citizens of my state and 
its neighbors," Ribicoff wrote, "is the early initiation by 
the department of the development of comprehensive programs 
for water pollution control of the tri-state river basins and 
the New England river basins. 
"The needs for restoring and preserving water quality 
to serve all legitimate uses in our densely populated and 
highly industrialized region can hardly be overstated." 
January 24, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
COTTON IS CRITICAL ABOUT WATER LAB 
Sees Political Power Play in 
Award to Boston 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- Sen. Norris Cotton, R-N.H., accused the 
Kennedy administration on Wednesday of "a blatant political 
power play" in selection of the Boston, Mass. area for a $2 
million water research laboratory. 
"It would appear that this plum has been badly awarded 
to the Boston area without going into the advantages of the 
various communities to the extent of determining which has 
the most to offer," Cotton said in a statemento 
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He added that the victims were seven New Hampshire com­
munities which made bids for the plant. 
"This bureaucratic double-talk is obviously an attempt 
to hide an ugly fact--that eight days after a senator from 
the 'Greater Boston' area is sworn into office, this facility 
was assigned to that broad area," Cotton said. 
His reference obviously was to Sen. Edward M. Kennedy,
D-Mass., the President's brother, although there was no men­
tion of the name. 
Keene, Lebanon, Hanover, Claremont, Derrys Newport and 
Woodsville, N.H., sought the laboratory, which will study pol­
lution problems. 
The Public Health Service said lection of the Boston area 
was disclosed in President Kennedy's budget submitted to Con­
gress last Thursday. 
Without direct reference to Cotton's accusation. Sen. 
Kennedy declared in a statement that the selection was "made 
on its merits" after surveys determined the Boston area to be 
best qualified for the site. 
The Public Health Service's se-it had no comment. 
January 31, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Androscoggin River status 
Scheduled for Hearing 
By Dick Plante 
Officials of the states of Maine and New Hampshire are 
still wondering what the purpose of a hearing on the Andros­
coggin River by Fed~ral authorities held last year was and 
what is to be taken up at another session due next month. 
Dr. Walter A. Lawrance, Bates College professor and river­
master of the Androscoggin River for the past 15 years stated 
recently that the government still has not made known the pur­
pose of the conferences. 
Dr. Lawrance along with other officials of Maine and New 
Hampshire, walked out on a conference held in Portland in 
November. They charged that they had not been informed as to 
the purpose of the meeting in advance and had not had time to 
prepare for the session. 
"We still don't know what they have in mind," Dr. Law­
rance stated, "All we can do is surmise." 
A few days after Dr. Lawrance and other officials refused 
to participate in the conference, the Public Health Office, 
U.S. Department of Health and Welfare, issuBd a statement on 
5 

the mattero 
Pollution 
The statement cited the pollution of the Androscoggin 
River, pointing out the large amount of industrial wastes 
poured into the river along with the large amount of human 
waste dumped into the river, particularly by Lewiston and 
Auburn. 
According to the Public Health Service, the condition 
of the river is severe enough to justify federal intervention. 
Both sides will again sit down at the conference table 
on Feb. 5. However it does not yet appear as though much will 
be accomplished. 
High Standards 
nAt the present time, all we do know is that the Health 
and Welfare Department has set up a fantastic set of standards 
for the Androscoggin River," Dr. Lawrance said. 
"If these standards are to be met, it will mean the 
construction of municipal treatment plants all along the 
river," he reported. 
The treatment plants, according to Dro Lawr~nce, will 
have to be capable of handling both industrial and human 
wastes. 
"This will come eventually but I don't believe that this 
is the right time," the river expert reported. 
Classification 
Dr. Lawrance noted that the Androscoggin River is slated 
for classification by the Maine Legislature in 1967. 
The classification, he reported, will be started in 1965 
but will require about two years to complete. 
Classification of the river involves a detailed study
of the waterway, by area. The special problems of each sec­
tion of the river are to be categorized and re.commendations 
for the treatment of the river can be made and a plan set up 
to eventually clean up the rivero 
Up To States 
Dr. Lawrance declined to make any guess as to what effect 
Federal intervention would have on his position as rivermaster. 
He pointed out that the position of rivermaster was created 
by the Maine SuprememCourt o However, once the river is classi­
fied, there may no longer be a need for a rivermaster, he said. 
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Dr. Lawrance stated that the decision to classify the 
river is l.eft to the Maine Water Improvements Commission. 
Once the survey is completed, the classification is submitted 
in the form of a bill to the Legislature. 
He reported that, once the classification is complete, 
it is the task of the WIC to carry out or supervise the carry­
ing out of the recommendations for the cleaning up of the 
river. 
"I believe the court would then relinquish control of the 
river and that would relieve me of my assignment," Dr. Lawrance 
said. 
1947 
Dr. Lawrance became rivermaster in 1947 as a result of 
court action involving the condition of the waterway, and ex­
tent of pollution in the river. 
In his capacity as rivermaster, Dr. Lawrance has worked 
closely with industry along the upper reaches of the Androscoggin 
River and has succeeded in greatly reducing the amount of in­
dustrial pollution in the river. 
Dr. Lawrance, however, points out that his position gives 
him no authority to control the pollution of the river by
human waste. 
The cost to industry in trying to keep the pollution of 
the Androscoggin River under control, according to Dr. Lawrance, 
has been over $20,000 .000. 
Laboratory 
Dr. Lawrance reported that Congress has authorized the 
expenditure of large sums of money for the creation of six 
pollution control laboratories throughout the United states. 
One of the laboratories is to be located in Boston. 
In spite of this, control of the rivers is delegated to 
the individuals sites by the Federal government Dr. Lawrance 
noted. 
Returning to the fast approaching conference, Dr. Lawrance 
said: "All we can do is surmise that the federal government
will demand that their standards be met." 
He stated the treatment plants will cost communities such 
as Lewiston and Auburn millions of dollars to build. Not only
construction is involved but the treatment plants must be tied 
in with existing sewer facilities. 
"Like I said, this will come eventually, but I don't feel 
that this is the right time," Dr. Lawrance declared. 
? 
"The state and Federal Governments have money which they
lend to communities interested in building treatment plants o 
The City of Lewiston is currently having a survey conducted. 
"However, there is only so much money available and most 
of this has already been committed to the treatment of the 
Kennebec River and to the communities of Old Orchard Beach and 
Biddeford. 
"If the federal government demands that the river be 
cleaned up immediately, where is the money coming from? The 
cities certainly don't have millions of dollars to spend on 
such a project at this time and state and federal funds are 
already committed," Dro Lawrance pOinted outo 
Realistic 
"Let's take a realistic view of the situation," Dr. 
Lawrance declared. "I don't want to give the impression that 
I'm against cleaning up the river, just that now is not the 
time." 
"The purpose of cleaning up the river is to get a higher
grade of water. But, what are we going to do with this high 
grade water once we have it?" he asked. 
"If it's worth spending millions of dollars now just so 
there will be . a few more fish in the river, go ahead. Are we 
going to drink it? 
"According to the last survey taken of Lake Auburn, it 
will supply our needs until at least the year 2,000, and maybe 
longer Treatment plans along the river now would mean the0 
spending of millions of dollars for something that will pro­
bably not be used for another 50 or 60 years," Dr. Lawrance 
said. 
February 1, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Maine's Sewage Disposal Problem 
The magnitude of the problem facing Maine cities and 
towns in the treatment and disposal of their sewage without 
seriously polluting the waters of the state is emphasized by 
the survey conducted for the town of Lisbon. 
Residents of Lisbon voted two years ago to authorize the 
survey to determine what the town will have to undertake to 
to meet minimum requirements when it becomes necessary to 
stop dumping raw sewage into the Androscoggin River. The sur­
vey cost $9,650, with the money coming from state and federal 
funds. The latter contribution, $7,150, must be repaid when 
the project is done. 
8 
The survey disclosed that the necessary sewage treatment 
plant, interconnecting sanita,ry sewers and separate storm 
sewers would cost the town about $1,225,000. 
Of course the fact that the town of Lisbon consists of 
three villages at some distance from one another no doubt con­
tributes to the high cost of an interconnecting sewage treat­
ment and disposal system. Towns which are more centralized 
• would not find ~ it as expensive. 
Nevertheless, it is obvious that Maine towns, aLready
heavily burdened by education costs, cannot absorb the 
financial impact of sewage treatment and disposal. The pro­
perty tax has reached a point where it is unreasonable to 
expect it to carry any heavier load. 
The formation of sewer districts, which would levy their 
special taxes to pay their way, may provide a long term answer. 
Cleaning up our rivers and other waters is a highly desir­
able thing. Industry already has invested large sums of money 
to reduce pollution from industrial waste. Maine people are just beginning to realize how expensive anti-water pollution
work is going to be for their cities and towns. Lisbon's case 
serves to clarify and emphasize the problem. 
February 3, 1963 	 Portland Sunday Telegram 
Is Boycott Over? 

Androscoggin Pollution 

Probe To Reopen Here 

By 	EoF. Porter Jr. 

Staff Reporter 

Federal proceedings to secure a cleanup of the polluted 
Androscoggin River will reconvene at the U.S. Post Office here 
Tuesday morning. 
Officials of Maine or New Hampshire have yet to say
whether they will cooperate with the UoS. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, the agency which is conducting
the session. 
Officials of both states walked out on the first con­
ference session Sept. 24, claiming the government had not 
given them sufficient advance notice of the conference agenda 
and challenging the government's authority to hold a hearing 
without them. 
MAINE OFFICIALS indicate -- unofficially-- that they prob­
ably will send somebody from the attorney general's office 
instead of a pollution control official, but said the final 
decision won't be made until Monday. 
New Hampshire officials have stated they will send Alexan­
Kalinski, their assistant attorney general, but what his atti­
tude will be is in doubt. 
If Kalinski follows the way pointed by the New Hampshire
Legislature in a recent joint resolution, he will ask the HEW 
officials to call off the proceeding and to leave Maine-New 
Hampshire water pollution problems up to the states. 
If he adopts the attitude he expressed in a recent letter 
to the federal agency, he will be tougher, and demand that the 
conference be adjourned. 
He will call the whole proceeding "brazen interference" 
by the federal government in state affairs and an "attempt to 
embarrass the state of New Hampshireo" 
On the other hand, if he adopts the view of New Hampshire's 
newly elected Democratic governor John W. King, he will be con­
ciliatory, expressing his support of the federal action but 
asking mildly that HEW bear in mind that the river's alleged 
biggest polluter the Brown Co. of Berlin, is a~so a big employer
in New Hampshire's northernmost county. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE'S apparent schizophrenia may stem from a harden­
of official opposition to the federal proceeding during the 
regime of former GOP Gov. Wesley Powell . 
Gov. King wrote to Washington of his support of federal 
action only about a week after his inauguration last month and 
the letter was kept under wraps. 
Kalinski's fiery letter to Washington and the state's leg­
islative resolution appear to have been composed either with­
out knowledge of or in defiance of the governor's stand -- it's 
not clear which. 
In either case, the governor's office subsequently went 
to some pains to keep the content of his letter out of Sight. 
The document was leaked to two members of Congress and 
quoted twice last week on the floor of the House of Represen­
tatives. 
Ironically, the congressmen who cited the letter did so 
for opposite reasons. 
Rep; John D. Dingell, D-Mich., an avid supporter of stiff 
pollution control measures and cosponsor of the enforcement 
provisions of the present federal law, complimented King for 
his stand. 
He called King's election a credit to the voters of New 
Hampshire. 
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Rep. James C. Cleveland, R-NoH., an enemy of federal pol­
lution control measures, read King's letter in full a~ong with 
the legis~ative resolution and the Kalinski letter, making a 
full disclosure of the conflict of views. 
CONFRONTED WITH Cleveland's revelation, attache's of Gov. 
King's office were caught off guard. 
There was a hurried conference and when Thomas Power, the 
governor's administrative aide, returned to the telephone he 
would say only that his boss was in accord with the legislative 
resolution and that there is still "an area of cooperation"
between the states and the federal agency. 
To obviate any further crossed signals, officials of both 
states met quietly in Portsmouth this weeko The results of 
the get together have not been disclosed. 
Following the abortive September session of the pollution 
proceeding, the position of Maine officials was that they had 
boycotted the conference more in sorrow than in anger. Ex­
Gov. Powell's aides assumed the reverse attitudeo 
Maine Water Improvement Commission engineer Raeburn Wo 
Macdonald reported the WIC was proceeding with cleanup opera­
tions on Maine streams as rapidly as federal and state funds 
would allow. 
The Androscoggin has been kept far down on the list of 
priorities because it is under the control of a court-appointed 
river master who is empowered to lower the boom on any industry 
or community that contributes too much poll~tion, he explained o 
FURTHERMORE, ~~INE'S pollution abatement program must be 
approved annually by the U.S. Public Health Service in order 
for the state to receive federal subsidies, he said. If Uncle 
Sam hasn't complained before, why is he complaining now, he 
askedo 
The Granite staters, on the other hand, took the position
that the federal action was merely the first step in an en­
forcement proceeding that could lead into court. They let 
their lawyers do the talking and appeared to be girding for a 
legal contest. 
Federal offiCials, who apparently are trying to make it 
easy for the states to cooperate, have been reluctant to en­
gage in a public debate with the states. 
They privately point out however, that of 19 conferences 
called so far in the nation under the provisions of the federal 
water pollution control act, this will be the first to which 
states have sent lawyers instead of pollution control engineerso 
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The conferences are designed to reach an armicable agree­
ment on a program to clean up the river, they point out Only0 
if the conference fails can the government call a public hear­
ing after which directives can be issued. 
Only if the states are recalcitrant or delinquent, can 
the process move swiftly from the hearing stage into court. 
In 19 cases, only one has gone that far. 
Federal officials also report that neither Maine nor New 
Hampshire, as of Friday, had officially told HEW whether they
would attend Tuesday's session at all. All the agency had 
received, a spokesman said, was acknowledgements that the 
that the notice of the conference time had been received. 
But Uncle Sam's last, and perhaps most potent piece of 
ammunition, is their engineering report on the Androscoggin,
which was presented at the last conference after the state 
officials walked out. 
ACCORDING TO THE report, the river is so filthy, from 
Berlin downstream, that even some industries can't use its 
waters. The Brown Co. alone, the report said, contributes as 
much pollution as a population of nearly 900,000 humans o 
At Tuesday's gathering, however, the condition of the 
river seems more than likely to be obscured by other factors, 
including:
The sovereignty of Maine and New Hampshire.
The difficulties of Democratic Gov. King in keeping peace 
with his GOP legislature.
The payrolls of Brown, Oxford and International Paper.
Complaints from congress that HEW's antipollution enforce­
ment measures aren't vigorous enough.
Complaints from Congress that they are far too vigorous. 
February 4, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Hearing on River 
Pollution Tuesday 
A federal hearing on possible attempts to speed a clean-up 
of the Androscoggin River will reconvene tommorrow at the Port­
land Post Office building, and it is expected that a represen­
tative of the Maine Attorney General's office will be in atte­
dance. 
Dro Walter A. Lawrance, Androscoggin rivermaster, said 
last night he expects that George West of the Attorney general's 
office will be at the meeting, but Dr. Lawrance was unable to 
say if representatives of the paper mills a~ong the Androscog­
gin River will be there. 
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It is expected, however, that each of the paper manufac­
turing i'irms concerned Will at least have legal counsel at the 
session as observers. 
The Tuesday session will be a continuance of the meeting
last september at which officials of Maine and New Hampshire 
walked out on grounds the Federal government had not given them 
sufficient advance notice of the meeting. 
Dr. Lawrance, who is court-appointed rivermaster, said 
last night he will be unable to attend the Tuesday sessiono 
February 5, 1963 	 Portland Evening Express 
(Caption under picture) 
Fire On The Waters 
New Hampshire Assistant Attorney General Alexander J. 
Kalinski read to the conference on Androscoggin River pollution 
today a long and hot statement challenging the Federal Govern­
ment's rights and methodso Meanwhile, Herbert H. Rogers, Bos­
ton, the federal regional director of pollution control, who 
came prepared with a statement of his own, waited his turno 
Murray Stein, Washington , the federal chief of pollution con­
trol, presided after opening the conference with a warning 
against "dilatory tactics." Some 30 people were on hand. 
(By Staff Photographer Morrison) 
Pollution Conferees Warned 
'They'd Better Fall Into Line' 
By 	E. F . Porter Jro 
Staff Reporter 
The second session of the federally sponsored conference 
on Androscoggin River pollution started here today in an atmos­
phere of hostility . 
Alexander Jo KaLinski, assistant attorney general for New 
Hampshire, challenged the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare ' s right to hold the conference . 
He indicated after reading a 30- page statement that New 
Hampshire would not participate. 
MAINE OFFICIALS still had not been heard from at press 
time because of the length of Ka~inski's remarkso 
The episode was, in effect, a repetition of the first 
session of the conference Septo 24, when Both Maine and New 
Hampshire officials walked out. 
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Conference chairman ~urray Stein, Washington, chief of 
the Health, Education and Walfare Department's Pollution 
Control Enforcement branch opened the meeting with a long 
statement the essence of which was a warning to the states 
that they had better fall into line of be prepared for the 
consequences. He quoted this warning from a recent speech 
by James M. Quigley, assistant HEW secretary. 
"IF YOU D~M IT your role to set up pockets of resistance 
against federal action," the Quigley speech sadi, "or if you 
are willing to have the federal government come into your state 
only on your terms, then indeed the going is going to be rough 
for all of uS o 
"If you consider it to be your function to quibble0 0 • 
over every technicality and to take advantage of every dilatory 
tactic your lawyers can dream up, then neither the cause of 
federal-state relations nor of water pollution control are 
likely to be advanced. 
"LET ME BE BLUNT, I interpret such actions as coming close 
to an open declaration of war against federal government ••• " 
In September, both Maine and New Hampshire COmll)lained that 
the conference was proper because neither had been given suf­
ficient advance information on the conference agenda. 
Kalinski said today, "We seriously question not only the 
propriety but also the legal validitYo •• of enforcement proceed­
ings against New Hampshire." 
HE CALLED today's hearing "an attempt to preempt the powers 
of New Hampshire and Maine o " 
He objected that the proceeding contradicts the basic fed­
eral-state cooperative spirit called for in the federal water 
pollution control act. 
"Congress clearly sets forth its intent of giving primary jurisdiction and control to the states," Kalinski declared. 
HE OBJECTED also that the proceeding is unfair because 
no ground rules for conference procedure are set forth in fed­
eral regulations. And he likened it to a criminal proceeding 
in which the accused is considered guilty until proven inno­
cent. 
In his opening statement, Stein offered federal opinions 
on at least some of these pmints, quoting from the ~uigley 
speech. 
He noted that the federal government works closely with 
states in administering "a basketful" of federal programs 
without treading on states' rights. 
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Among these programs he listed hospital, highway and 
education aid. 
THE REASON, Stein said, for a federal program to fight 
water pollution is the simple fact that many states have been 
doing an inadequate job. Even the states with good programs 
had problems arising from ~the unpleasant but undeniable fact 
of life that some of the biggest polluters in their state were 
also some of the state's biggest industries and municipalities 
against whom ••• action was an extremely difficult assignment 
from whatever way you wanted to look at it--including politiCS," 
Stein said . 
Kalinski, on his part, said that paper manufacturing firms 
bodering the Androscoggin aLready have spent over $5.4 million 
on pollution control facilities He said that legiSlatures ofo 
both Maine and New Hampshire are empowered to classify streams 
according to their use and power pollution load. 
Both states, he said, are proceeding as rapidly with pol­
lution control measures as availability of funds and local ecO­
nomic conditions permit. 
THE FED~RAL ACTION, he said, "can only result in serious 
dislocation of pollution control in New Hampshire." 
Despite ~he length of his statement, Kalinski declined to 
furnish a copy to the official stenographer until he had fin­
ished reading it. 
This engendered a frosty exchange between Kalinski and 
Stein. Stein pointedly noted "the courtesy" extended by Kal­
inski in furnishing copies to Maine and New England officials 
"even if he didn't give one to our recorder." 
"May I note for the record my exception to your sarcastic 
comment," Kalinski fired back. 
February 6, 1963 Portland Press Herald 
(Caption under picture) 'Not An Adversar1 Proceeding'
Peter G. Kuh, legal officer at the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare's enforcement diVision, scribbles notes 
during Tuesday's hearing here on pollution in the Androscoggin 
River (map) . Kuh took issue with state officials who likened 
the proceedings to a criminal trial in which the states were 
prejudged defendants. (Staff Map and Photo) 
Maine, N.H. still Balking HEW 
Effort to Cleanup Androscoggin 
By EoF. Porter Jr. 
Staff Reporter 
The second stage of the Department of Health Education 

and Welfare's enforcement proceeding to seek a cleanup on the 
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Androscoggin River came to a close at the U.S o Post Office 
here Tuesday with Maine and New Hampshire still firmly re­
fusing to cooperate . 
Uncle Sam will make the next move, federal officials 
said . 
Though neither the state officials nor the representa­
tives of the New England Water Pollution Control Commission 
walked out on the conference as they had during the first stage
in September, they adamantly refused to participate as "con­
ferees." 
STATE~~NTS from Maine and New England commission officials 
during the afternoon session were both milder and briefer than 
a fiery, 90-minute speech read Tuesday morning by New Hampshire
assistant attorney general Alexander J . Kalinski. 
Nevertheless, they agreed in essence: That the federal 
action is an usurpation of state authority over the river and 
was called and conducted in a highhanded manner. 
The conference, as it is called in the language of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, is the first step in a 
federal pollution abatement proceeding that leads to formal 
public hearings and, finally, court action . 
MURRAY STEIN, chief HEW enforcement officer who served 
as conference chairman, reported after the meeting that the 
conference stage is over, "so far as Ifm concerned." 
Under the law, Secretary of HEW Anthony J. Celebrezze 
will make recommendations based on the conference "results," 
Stein explained. How the states react to the recommendation 
report will determine what further steps the federal government 
will take. 
If Celebrezze recommends "remedial action" and such action 
is not taken within six months , he may then call a public hear­
ing under a board of hearing examiners . If the public hearing 
bears no fruit, the federal government may go to court. 
As had Kalinski, Maine deputy attorney general George C. 
West charged that HEW had violated the intent of the pollution
control act by usurping the initiative . 
THE FIRST SECTION of the law, he quoted, decl~res it "to 
be the policy of Congress to recognize, preserve and protect 
the primary responsibilities and rights of the states. 
"Nothing in this act," West continued to quote, "shall 
be construed as impairing or in any manner affecting any right 
of jurisdiction of the states with respect to waters ••• of 
such states." 
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"The Department of HEW is not the dominant and motivating
force which will lead the states," West declared . 
Rather the department shall follow the lead of the states 
and when needed lend the type of assistance requested. 
"Such is the decree of Congress and we only ask the De­
partment to recognize ito" 
WEST SAID that HEW has no reason to call a conference on 
alleged pollution generated in Maine so long as that pollution 
doesn't involve New Hampshire waters. 
"We also seriously question any conclusion reached by the 
secretary (of HEW) that pollution in the Androscoggin River 
originating in New Hampshire is "endangering the health or wel­
fare of persons in the state of Maine," West said. 
Despite the insistence of Maine officials that they were 
not participating in the proceedings as "conferees," Maine 
Water Improvement Commission chief engineer Raeburn W. Mac­
donald read a report of the state's program in dealing with 
the Androscoggin. 
"This program is continuous, orderly and progressive,"
Macdonald declared. "The uses of the waterways in each of 
the states involved is a matter which can be best determined 
by the respective state legislatures. 
"It is not necessary to infringe on their right to do so, 
and therefore, it should not be done." 
MACDONALD REPORTED that Maine keeps a finger on the con­
dition of the river through Dr. Walter A. Lawrance, the court­
appointed river master. 
Since Dro Lawrance has had jurisdiction, Macdonald said, 
accomplishments have included: 
Elimination of the river stench. 
Reduction of sulphite waste liquor (paper mill discharge) 
to five per cent of the 1941 level . 
Outlays by the paper companies -- Oxford at Rumford, 
International at Livermore Falls and Brown Co. at Berlin, 
New Hampshire-- totaling $20 million for pollution con­
trol measures. 
Replacement in 1959 by the Oxford Paper Co . of a sulphite 
mill with a kraft mill of lower polluting potential.
Closing of Oxford's Island Division sulphite mill in 1960. 
The Maine WIC, Macdonald continued, plans to start engin­
eering studies of the Androscoggin next summer with a view to 
seeking classification of the river's interstate tributaries 
at the 1965 Legislature and classification of the river itself 
at the 1967 Legislature. The intrastate tributaries have al­
ready been classified, he said . 
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CLASSIFICATION, which is reserved to the legislatures in 
Maine and New Hampshire, is the action establishing the best 
use of a waterway and the maximum pollution load allowable o 
In most states, this action is taken by an independent admin­
istrative body. 
Macdonald warned that if Maine is forced to undertake a 
crash program to clean up the Androscoggin it would upset plans 
now underway for pollution abatement on other Maine streams 
and shorelines. 
Echoing the states' arguments was Lachlan F. Blair, 
Providence, RoI., chairman of the New England interstate com­
pact commission. 
"This action is being interpreted as an unwarrented inter­
vention with states' rights and prerogatives," he said. 
Blair noted that the compact commission is informed of 
all plans of the member states on pollution control programs 
and that UoS. Public Health Service officials have been invited 
to call commission proceedings in the pasto 
The standing invitation has now been withdrawn, he indi­
cated. 
THE COMPACT COMMISSION coordinates interstate programs
in the light of "water quality necessary for the proper main­
tenance of social and economic well being," he said. "You 
cannot deal with water quality without dealing with jobs," he 
added . 
"Unfortunately, it seems to have become necessary for 
HEW to instigate enforcement proceedings on some New England 
river in order to publicize the geographical coverage and 
importance of its activities," Blair charged. 
The federal action, he continued, may actually slow down 
pollution control measures. It may encourage municipalities 
to abandon state-fostered programs while they await federal 
action. 
"It is dredfully unfortunate that this has degenerated 
into an adversay proceeding," Blair said. He called the 
handling of community relations and preparation for the pro­
ceeding by the HEW "inept." 
"I'M A DEMOCRAT and it pains me to have to criticize an 
agency which I admire, but the procedures of HEW are inconsis­
tent with the procedures of other federal agencies," he said. 
"This action precludes any determination of the appropri­
ate quality of water. I question whether this is the sort 
of conference Congress had in mind. 
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"It's highly inappropriate for the chief cop (Stein) to 
preside at this hearing," Blair added. 
In conclusion, Blair urged that the federal officials 
drop the whole proceeding and begin again with an "entirely
fresh start without any entanglements growing out of gross 
misunderstanding of what is meant by conference technique." 
STEIN REPLIED that in 19 similar proceedings involving
24 states and the District of Columbia this was the first 
which had become bogged down with "legalistic discussion." 
"It just, just -- underline just -- might not be just
us," he noted. 
"And it just, just, just might be," Blair replied . 
Th,e only voice raised in support of the federal procedure, 
outside those of federal agency officials themselves, was that 
of Donald E . Nicoll, administrative assistant to Sen . Edmund 
So Muskie o 
"SEN. MUSKIE regards the conference approach as sound," 
Nicoll reported, "and hopes obstacles will be removed with­
out recourse to further enforcement proceedings." 
Both Stein and his lieutenant, Peter Go Kuh, defended 
the "conferenc~" method of launching pollution abatement 
proceedings o 
"It is not an adversary proceeding in which judgment is 
rendered as in a court of law," Kuh declared . 
It is deSigned to secure "a clear statement of the condi­
tion of water quality and the causes of that condition," he 
said. No one is subject to cross examination nor are they
bound by formal rules such as in a public hearing or in court, 
he noted . 
In 19 previous proceedings under the federal pollution 
control act, Kuh continued, some 300 municipalities and 300 
industries have been involved. 
Not one of the industries has been forced out of business, 
nor one of the municipalities bankrupted, he claimed. 
Kuh went on to challenge Maine and New Hampshire claims 
that they had received insufficient advance warning of the 
proceedingo State officials received indications of forth­
coming proceedings as early as December, 1961, he said. In 
the ensuing period they were offered several chances to discuss 
the conference topiC in private, several of which were actually 
held, he reported. 
UoS. Public Health Service Engineer A. D. Siddio, whose 
previous report on the Androscoggin indicated pollution suf­
ficient to warrant federal action, presented a supplementary 
report with data gathered through last summer 0 
POLLUTION in the entire river from Errol Dam, N.H~ to 
Merrymeeting Bay dropped from the equivalent of the waste of 
a population of 1,474,900, the monthly average in the summer 
of 1961, to a monthly average of 1,277,900 in the summer of 
1962, Siddio said. 
However, the month of August , 1962, scored 1,439,000 pop­
ulation equivalents, he noted. 
The breakdown of average monthly ppllution from princi­
pal sources for the two years, according to the Siddio reportl 
with 1961 in parenthesis: 
Brown Co., Berlin, NoH., (891,000 PoEo), 655,000 P.E. 
Oxford Paper Co 0, Rumford, (307 'l O~O P.'E .), 379,000 PoEo 
International Paper Co., Livermore Falls, (75,400 PoE.),
60,400 P.E. 
City of Lewiston, 31,000 PoEo both years. 
NEVERTHELESS, Siddio noted, pollution is still so high 
as to invite enforcement action by HEW. 
Pollution of the Androscoggin , he reiterated, still: 
l.--Causes "excessively high concentrations of coliform 
"bacteria" a charteristic of sewage. 
2.--Destroys the aesthetic value of the river. 
3 o --Prevents the development of fisheries resources and 
blocks passage of anadromous fish (those that, like salmon, 
swim up from salt water to spawn) . 
4.--Results in closing Merrymeeting Bay to shellfish har­
vesting. 
5o-~Prevents use of the river not only for recreation 
but also for many industrial purposes that require cleaner 
water. 
February 6, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
POLLUTION CONFERENCE ONE-SIDED 
Maine and N.H. Refuse to Be Parties to Portland Session 
VIEWS ARE STATED 
PORTLAND (AP) -- A second federal conference on cleaning 
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up the Androscoggin River was completed today with both Maine 
and New Hampshire refusing to confer. 
Neither state's representatives walked out, as they had 
on the first hearing here several months ago. But they refused 
to participate as "conferees," taking the position the U.S. 
Health, Education and welfare Department is usurping state 
authority over the river. 
The conference is a step, under the Federal Water Pollu­
tion Act, in pollution abatement proceedings that could lead 
to formal public hearings and, in the event no results are 
obtained, to court action. 
Kalinski Challenges 
New Hampshire's Asst . Atty . Gen. Alexander J. Kalinski 
challenged the government's right to hold 'the conference. 
He said: "We seriously question not only the propriety but 
the legal validity ••• of enforcement proceedings against 
New Hampshire . " 
And George C. West , an assistant attorney general of 
Maine , claimed the HEW had violated the federal law's intent 
by taking the initiative . 
Maine Responsibility Is State's 
West quoted the law as saying the primary responsibility 
is that of the states and~othing in this act shall be construed 
as impairing or in any manner affecting any right of jurisdic­
tion of the states •• o " 
The Androscoggin rises in New Hampshire and flows through 
Maine. 
West also claimed HEW has no reason to call a conference 
on alleged pollution generated by Maine unless it affects New 
Hampshire waters . And he questional any conclusion by HEW 
that pollution originating in New Hampshire is endangering
the health and welfare of Maine people . 
MacDonald Reads Report 
Although both states refused to be considered "conferees," 
Chief Engineer Raeburn Wo MacDonald of the Maine Water Improve­
ment Commission read a report saying Maine has a "continuous 
orderly and progressive" program for pollution control on the 
Androscoggin. 
Achievements 
Under Dr. Walter Lawrance, court-appointed river master, 
MacDonald said, control achievements include: 
Elimination of stench; reduction of paper mill waste 

liquor discharge to five per cent of what it was in 1941; 

outlays of $20 million in abatement measures by the paper 

firms involved -- Brown Coo at Berlin, N.H~, Oxford at Rumford, 
International at Livermore Falls. 
Because of the court-approved plan, MacDonald said, class­
ification of the Androscoggin had been delayed, but is scheduled 
to begin with engineering studies next summer. 
"Unwarranted Intervention" 
If Maine were forced to undertake a crash program to 
clean up the river, he said, it would upset plans now under­
way for pollution abatement in other streams and on Maine 
shorelines. 
Lachlan F. Blair of Providence, R~I., chairman of the 
New England Water Pollution Control Commission, agreed with 
the representatives of Maine and New Hampshire . He called 
the hearing an "unwarranted intervention with state rights 
and prerogativeso" 
February 6, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Federal Action on River 
Problem Seen Unwarranted 
Interference with states 
PORTLAND CAP) -- The U.S~ Health, Education, &Welfare 
Department's steps toward cleaning up the Androscoggin River 
constitute, in Lauchlan Blair's mind, an "unwarranted inter­
vention with states' rightso •• " 
The Providence, R.I., man, chairman of the New England
Water Control Commission, so advised HEW officials at a con­
ference here yesterday. 
Blair said: 
"Unfortunately, it seems to have become necessary for 
HEW to instigate enforcement proceedings on some New England
river in order to publicize the geographical coverage and 
importance of its activities." 
Blair claimed the conference ~- the second here on the 
subject of the Androscoggin's pollution -- had "degenerated
into an adversary proceeding" and said it was "highly in­
appropriate for the chief cop to preside at this hearing." 
He referred to Murray Stein, HEW enforcement chief, who 
said this was the first of 19 similar proceedings in 24 states 
and the District of Columbia that had become bogged down in 
"legalistic discussion." 
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Stein and his lieutenant, Peter Go Kuh, defended the con­
ference method of launching abatement proceedings. They said 
it was not an adversary proceeding, in which judgement is 
rendered, but merely a means of reaching "a clear statement 
of the condition of water quality and the causes of that con­
dition." 
Under the Water Pollution Act, HEw could follow the con­
ferences with formal public hearings and, if no results were 
obtained, go into court. 
George Co West and Alexander J. Kalinski , assistant attorney
generals of Maine and New Hampshire, respectively, took the 
position HEW is usurping state authority over the rivero West 
reminded the federal officials the act under which they met pro­
vides that the jurisdiction of the states should be in no way
impaired . 
Raeburn W. MacDonald, engineer of the Maine Water Improve­
ment Commission, said that under a court-appointed river master 
considerable progress has been made in abating Androscoggin 
pollution. But A.D. Siddio, U.So Public Health Service engi­
neer, replied pollution, while lower than in the past still 
is so high as to invite federal enforcement . 
February 6, lQ63 Portland Evening Express 
The Wet War 
The second Battle of the Androscoggin was fought here 
yesterday with results still somewhat inconclusive. 
Some slight improvement in conduct was apparent. At the 
first session of the conference called by the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare , Maine and New Hampshire officials 
walked out. Behavior was more mature yesterday but results 
weren't much better. 
When all the federal and state and regional artillerymen 
had volleyed and thundered, the situation was virtually un­
changed. The Androscoggin River is polluted o The federal 
government seems intent on dOing something about it. The Maine 
and New Hampshire authorities resent what they regard as fed­
eral interference and show no inclination to cooperate with 
Washington . 
The pollution of the Androscoggin is well established . 
For years it has been under treatment by Dr. Walter A. Lawrance, 
court appointed river master o In effect, he administers a 
periodic aspirin which controls the pain and reduces the 
fever among the sufferers of the pollution. But while this 
symptomatic relief eases the problem, the cause of the head­
ache remains. The river continues to be polluted. The HEW 
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would attempt to reduce the cause of the illness. 
The states claim to be moving toward the same end but 
they must admit that progress has been frightfully slow. 
This whole program got off to a bad start. Perhaps the 
federal people were a little blunt in telling the states, in 
effect, to go along with the program "or else." Nothing con­
structive will come from state representatives screaming like 
a Mississippi governor over state rights . 
The people of Maine want their rivers cleaned up. They 
want it done without hardship to industry or municipalities~ 
If this oan be done reasonably, beginning with the Androscoggin,
much may be gained by joining with the federal authorities in 
a mutual approach rather than fighting them every inch of the 
way. 
February 7, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Regulating Sewer Districts 
One of the important new laws proposed at the current 
session of the Legislature, and one which thus far has com­
manded little attention, relates to the regulation of sewer 
utilities. 
Possibly one reason why little has been said about it is 
that there are not many such utilities at the present time. 
But the outlook for the future is a mushrooming of sewer util­
ities, especially as sewer districts, as the state program to 
remedy the pollution of its waters continues o 
Currently, the Public Utilities CommiSSion, which pro­
tects the public interest in the operation of various types 
of utilities, has little or nothing to say about sewerage 
systems and how they are constructed, operated or what charges 
are made for the service. 
The new law, Legislative Document 689, would give the 
commission the authority to supervise sewer utilities in a 
manner similar to the control now exercised over water dis­
tricts, electric and gas utilities, etc . While the law would 
not affect current rates for sewer service, it would require
filing of those rates with the Commission and any changes in 
the future would be with the permission of the PUC. 
Cities and towns along the various waterways of the state 
are going to feel the pressure of anti-pollution laws more and 
more. We know of no community which is in a financial position 
to undertake the expense of modern sewage treatment and disposal
within its current tax structure. The obvious answer is going 
to be the creation of sewer districts to get such work under­
way without crippling other municipal services. 
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The proposed law foresees this development and provides
the machinery to deal with ito To wait for a mushrooming of 
districts and a chaos of conflicting rules and policies would 
be as foolhardy as it would be expensive for the people of 
the state. The time to take action is at the current session 
of the Legislature LD 689 should be passed.o 
February ?, 1963 Portland Press Herald 
Grant Suggests Bond Issue To Hit Pollution 
A former Democratic candidate for governor suggested 
Wednesday a three-way bond issue as a means of attacking Maine's 
water pollution problem. 
Earl S . Grant of Bremen, president of Northeastern Busi­
ness College in Portland, said it's manifestly unfair to sad­
dle industry alone with the clean-up job. 
"Inasmuch as future generations would be the chief bene­
ficiaries ••• I suggest a 50-year, $30 million bond issue 
with the federal government, the states and the offending firms 
each responsible for retiring one third of the loan," he said. 
Grant's suggestion came on the heels of the federal gov­
ernment's seco~d "conference" in Portland on pollution of the 
Androscoggin River. As in the first session, Maine and New 
Hampshire state representatives objected strenuously to what 
they called the government's encroachment on states' rights. 
February 9, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Pollution Meeting Fizzles 
An attempt by federal authorities to get their foot in 
the door of anti-pollution work on the Androscoggin River, 
through a conference with officials of Maine and New Hampshire , 
has fizzled for the second time. How well the new failure 
will set in Washington , and what will be tried next is anyone's 
guess at this time. 
Last fall, when the federal Health, Education and Welfare 
Dept. sent a representative to Portland for a hearing with 
officials of the two states, the latter walked out after pro­
testing that they had had insufficient notice of the meeting,
little or no information on the agenda, and no time to pre­
pare for a conference . 
This week, when a new conference was attempted, neither 
Maine or New Hampshire officials would join as conferees. The 
contention was that even though the Androscoggin River is an 
interstate watercourse, the HEW has no legal right to inject
itself into the anti-pollution program. By taking the initia­
tive in the matter, the HEW is in violation of the intent of 
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the Federal Water Pollution Act , attorneys for the states in­
sisted . 
We agree with the contention of the state officials . If 
no program of pollution correction were underway , the HEW might
have an excuse for stepping in o But both Maine and New Hamp­
shire know the problem they face because of pollution in the 
Androscoggin , and both have been working on it o There has 
been a marked decrease in industrial pollution in the past fif­
teen years, and the river is due for classification by the 
Maine Water Improvement Commission in about two years, so that 
municipal sewage pollution will be attackedo 
Cleaning up the Androscoggin properly can and should be 
left to these two states . We hope that the HEW will take an 
objective viewpoint , despite the two rebuffs , and concentrate 
its efforts elsewhere . 
February 10 , 1963 Portland Sunday Telegram 
No Credit To The states 
Last week ' s clash between federal and state officials 
made for a lively conference on pollution of the Androscoggin 
River . But it had some of the noxious quality that has made 
the river noto~ious . Perhaps the state officials had a right 
to be upset because they felt they were being rushed o But it 
was no credit to the states for their spokesmen to fall back 
on a legalistic berating of the "feds~ that smacked of the 
arguments and passions of southern states' righters trying to 
flout the courts on desegregation o No wonder the trend is to 
more and more federal activity in traditionally state fields 
when the states take such a reactionary attitude towards the 
problems that are prompting federal action . 
There is no question that some improvement has been made 
on the Androscoggin during the 15 years that the discharge of 
wastes by the paper mills has been controlled by a court­
appointed river master . But the report of the HEW engineer
indicated that this has merely kept the river just below the 
point of noxious odors . The paper mills have spent some mil­
lions of dollars in changes of process and in less permanent
palliatives . But the level of pollution is still so high that 
shellfish areas at the mouth of the river have been condemned . 
Nor are the industries alone to blame; municipalities have a 
real job ahead of them to treat their sewage . 
It is unfortunate that the Maine Water Improvement Com­
mission had set up a timetable under which the Androscoggin 
would not be classified until 1967 - - four years hence . 
Whether the federal agency would be willing to wait that long 
we do not know . Certainly it will be in less of a mood to 
delay after the frosty reception its officials got here last 
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week. Even if it should start enforcement proceedings, six 
months must elapse before a public hearing and another six 
months before court action. Perhaps in that time, passions 
will have cooled and it will be possible for the state agencies 
to extend a measure of cooperation to their federal counter­
part. 
February 13, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
(Caption under picture) 
DISCUSS POLLUTION -- U.S. Rep. Clifford Go McIntire, 
(right), Republican Congressman from Maine 's Second District, 
is pictured here as he discusses the recent federal hearing 
on pollution control of the Androscoggin River with Dr . Walter 
Lawrance of Bates College. Lawrance is Androscoggin river­
master. The discussion was said to have been informal and in­
volved no deoisions. The two just exchanged information . 
February 14, 1963 Lewiston Dally Sun 
BERLIN PULP MILL CLOSES IN MARCH 
BERLIN, N..H. -- Permanent shutdown of Brown Company's 
sulphite pulp mill has been scheduled for 5 p .m. March 30 
according to an .announcement made by J.Jo McDonald , vice pres­
ident and general manager, Sulphite Pulp and Floc Division, 
and president Leonard A. Pierce . 
The final digester cook will be made on the 8 to 4 shift 
March 27, with shutdown of the Burgess dryer set for noon on 
March 30. This marks the end of production of sulphite pulp 
at Berlin after 70 years of operations . 
The Company's own requirements for sulphite pulp to be 
used at Cascade and for Solka Floc have been filled, and all 
customer orders will have been completed before the shutdown. 
Decision to shut down the Burgess sulphite mill was an­
nounced Septo 26, 1962. 
March 6, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Discuss Cleaning Up Of River 
The Lewiston Planning Board, which is wrapping up its 
activi ty on a proposed new zoning ord.inance, last night discus­
sed its next project--the cl~aning up of the Androscoggin 
River . 
Androscoggin County Attorney Laurier T. Raymond, a member 

of the PB, spoke before the board outlining the problems in­

volved. 
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He stated that efforts in getting the river cleaned up 
have been weak because towns and cities have been led to be­
lieve that a cleanup campaign could cost a large amount of 
money _ 
Raymond said that 97 per cent of the cost of cleaning up 
the river would be borne by the industries that have contri­
buted to the river's pollution. 
He said that there has been no pollution control along 
the river and stated that chemicals added to the water have 
eliminated only the smell. 
The attorney charged that the Lewiston-Auburn area is 
being deprived of recreational facilities which should be 
abailable along the river. 
March 9, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Augusta's River Cleanup 
The city of Augusta is providing a good example for every 
community in the state with the speed in which it is undertak­
ing the job of eliminating its water pollution . 
The last Legislature gave cities and towns along the 
badly polluted Kennebec River 15 years in which to stop dump­
ing raw sewage and industrial waste into the waterway . In­
stead of delaying and waiting, Augusta , through its Sewer 
District, made a quick start on a three stage program. 
The first phase involved construction of a sewage treat­
ment plant. That is 95% completed. A start will be made on 
phase two, as soon as weather permits, likely next month. 
That involves construction of an interceptor sewer to divert 
the sewage from the West side.{State House side) of the river 
into the treatment plant. By the first of next year, it 
should be operative. 
The last phase will mean an interceptor sewer for the 
East side of the city. While no definite date has been set 
for that job, it appears sure that Augusta will have complied 
with the legislative directive long before the fifteen year 
deadline. 
Other communities along the Kennebec can profit by
Augusta 's experience. They also will be wise not to wait 
until the last minute to get moving o 
Androscoggin valley towns and cities should study the 
Augusta program o Classification of the Androscoggin , to ban 
dumping of raw sewage, is some two years away. Getting ready 
for the inevitable will make it that much easier to solve the 
problems of sewage treatment and disposal when such action is 
forced upon the river communities. 
January 24, 1963 BerLin Reporter 
Which Way , Uncle? 
The Androscoggin River is coming in for lots of attention 
these days. 
On the one hand is the federal Department of Health, Edu­
cation and Welfare , which has started initial ~roceedings to 
have the river cleaned upo 
On the other are the Corps of Engineers and the National 
Park Service -- together with the State Department of Economic 
Development -- which have surveyed the possibility of a big
dam at Pontook . 
As yet we don't know all the details or all the ramifica­
tions of either proposaL. But we do have thoughts, and most 
of them are economic. 
Probably everyone would like to see all of our bodies of 
water pure and cLear . But in this world of ours, we have to 
be practical. And being practical, we've got to find out where 
the millions upon millions of dolLars would come from if the 
entire length of the Androscoggin River were to be cleaned upo 
You could , close up everymill on the Androscoggin and still 
have an extremely polluted river. Every city and hamlet along
the way sends its sewage down the stream. 
It would cost every company millions of dollars for treat­
ment plants to eliminate pollutants . The cost might be enough 
to make them close down. Brown Co o has indicated that more 
pressure to cut down pollution was one of the factors contribu­
ting to the scheduled shutdown of the Burgess Sulphite Mill o 
Cleaning up the river would be a tremendous burden on the 
cities and towns. Not only would each community have to spend 
millions on sewage disposal plants, but it would have to lay 
miles of extra pipes so that sewage could be diverted to the 
treating plant and water running off the street could go
directly to the river. The two can ' t be mixed in sewage dis­
posal processes without adding tremendously to the cost . 
We hope those determined people in the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare take a good look at the economic 
picture before they start swinging. 
The proposal for a big dam at Pontook has an economic 
aspect, too. But that could be on the other side of the 
ledger. 
The dam, as suggested by the Corps of Engineers , would 
make a man-made lake 10 miles long with depths up to 75 feet. 
Although the Corps of Engineers has been talking about 
hydro-electric power and flood control, the National Park 
Service and the state have seen more fascinating possibilities 
of recreation. 
A lot of other people are becoming interested, too. 
George Derby of Dummer, with the assistance of Mayor Edward 
Schuette, has placed petitions carring well over 200 names in 
the hands of New Hampshire's Congressional delegation. The 
petitions point out that little has been done with regard to 
recreational development north of Route 2 and that such a lake 
not only would be a playground for people of the area, but 
would be a boon to the economy. The petitions include the 
signatures of the selectmen of Gorham, Milan and Dummer. 
It looks as if Uncle Sam has a choice of giving the Andros­
coggin Valley a push toward oblivion or toward economic rehabil­
itation. We hope he chooses wisely. 
January 24, 1963 Berlin Reporter 
Solons OK 
Androscoggin 
Resolution 
A resolution asking the federal government to let the 
states handle the problem of pollution in the Androscoggin
River has been passed by the New Hampshire House and Senateo 
Copies of the resolution have been sent to federal offic­
ials in Washington . 
The resolution was sponsored by Sen. Laurier Lamontagne 
after the federal Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
announced intentions of proceeding with enforcement action un­
der the federal Water Pollution Control Act. 
Lamontagne called the action by HEW "a serious matter for 
the North Country" because of costs involved by Brown Co. and 
the communities. 
January 24, 1963 Berlin Reporter 
Area People, State Push 
Pontook Dam Proposal 
6,600-Acre Lake Would Be Created 
The push is on for creation of a big man-made lake at 
pontooko 
1h ~'C 
Petitions bearing more than 200 names are on their way 
to Washington asking for a speedup in studies and development 
of the area o 
Mary Louise Hancock, state planning director, told The 
Reporter that the state is a~so pushlng for action. 
Dam 100 Feet High 
Preliminary studies have been made by the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers concerning the building of a 100-foot high dam at 
pontook for hydro-electric power, flood control and recreation. 
This would create a lake 10 miles long covering 6,600 acres. 
William Slagle, project engineer for the corps, said re­
creation use would be "full-blown, not incidental." 
Best estimate so far is that if funds are made available, 
the project could become reality in five yearso 
Full Study Needed 
First step would be for the Engineers to obtain funds for 
a comprehensive study. If the study proved favorable, a re­
quest would be made of Congress for money to build the dam and 
develop the area . 
~liot Priest, engineering manager of the Public Service 
Coo, said the utilities firm acquired a large tract of land 
in the area several years ago with the idea of building a dam, 
but nothing was done because PSC felt the project lacked suf­
ficient economic potential as far as hydro development was 
concerned. He added that his company would not oppose such 
a development by others if it appeared beneficial . 
Backing for the comprehensive study and furtherance of 
the project has come from local and state people. More than 
200 people from Berlin and its neighboring towns have signed 
petitions circulated by George Derby of Dummer, assisted by 
Mayor Edward Schuette o Included among the petition signers 
are Selectmen Oneil Croteau and Henry Holt of Dummer; Select­
men Donald Hodgdon, Winston ~mery and Harris Nichols of Milan 
and Selectmen Joseph Gallant, Carleton MacKay and Edward 
Clark of Gorham. 
The petition asserts that the signers "feel this project
is one which could very well have a very beneficial effect 
upon the economy of the northern part of the state. For many 
years little has been done in regard to recreational develop­
ment in the northern part of the state and we feel that this 
project would be of great value and would like to see it 
begun at the earliest possible moment." 
2e 
March 20, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
NO STATE MOVE ON RIVER POLLUTION 
Rauburn W. Macdonald, chief engineer for the Maine Water 
Improvement Commission, said this week Maine has made no move 
toward a 'compromise with the Federal government on a cleanup
of the Androscoggin River. 
Macdonald also reported that the Federal government has 
taken no action ~long this line regarding truce talks on the 
river pollution matter. 
New Hampshire Govo John W. King has taken steps toward 
a compromise meeting with the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare for preliminary and exploratory talks concerning 
his state's action on Androscoggin River pollution. 
Macdonald said Maine will continue its orderly procedures
of testing and classifying rivers in line with its pollution 
abatement program and that testing of the Androscoggin River 
will begin this summer with results of the sanitary survey and 
analysis of river waters being reported to the 1965 Legislature.
There has been no survey of the Androscoggin because a court­
appointed rivermaster has been controlling the river since 
1941 0 
March 25, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
(Editorial) 
Androscoggin River Committee 
Lewiston Mayor Donia J. Girard has taken a sensible step 
in appointing a committee to investigate and to be prepared 
to work in cooperation with state and federal agencies with 
respect to the general problem of pollution control of the 
Androscoggin River . There has been an increasing interest 
by Washington in this matter o Last summer the Public Health 
Office of the U.So Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
held its first hearing in Maine on pollution of the Androscoggin. 
The federal agency indicated considerable dissatisfaction 
with the progress made in improving conditions along the Andro­
scoggin. It is conceivable federal intervention may result 
which will force municipalities along the river to install c 
costly sewage disposal plants and industries to assume the 
burden of additional anti-pollution devices and systems. 
While we are convinced major Androscoggin Valley commun­
ities eventually will have to set up sewage disposal plants 
and that key industries along the river will have to do even 
more than they have done thus far, we hope outright federal 
interference with Maine's river clean-up program can be 
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avoided. Anti-pollution action along the Androscoggin to date 
has been orderly and noticeably effective. Today one can 
cross the North Bridge on a hot August day and not compare the journey to passing by dozens of rotten eggs. 
There is no question but what more improvement will have 
to be made. This fact is recognized generally. What we would 
not like to see is arbitrary decisions out of Washington which 
would impose an unacceptably heavy tax burden upon Androscoggin 
Valley cities and towns or a similarly sudden expenditure upon 
industry. 
It is our conviction that the people of Maine are quite
capable of working out their pollution problams, wherever they 
may exist. A great deal has been done insofar as the Andros­
coggin is concerned, and improvement over the years has been 
constant. 
Mayor Girard's naming of what amounts to a special Andro­
scoggin River Committee should assure the City of Lewiston of 
being kept informed of all latest information regarding federal 
and state observations pertaining to the Androscoggin. It 
also provides Lewiston with a suitable liaison group to meet 
with state and federal officials . The individuals named to 
the committee may be expected to do a good job. We think it 
was particularly fitting that the Mayor named Dr . William H. 
Sawyer Jr., retired Bates College biology professor, as a 
committee member, since Dr. Sawyer has had extensive experience 
working with Dr. Walter A. Lawrance, court-appointed river 
master for the Androscoggin. 
March 31, 1963 Portland Sunday Telegram 
Classification Set; 
Battle To Improve
Waters Continuing 
Telegram News Service 
AUGUSTA -- Passage of legislation before the lOlst Legislature
will nearly complete the classification of Maine's coastal 
tidal waters -- but the battle to clean up the state's waters 
is still far from finished . 
Water Improvement Commission Chief Engineer Raeburn P o 
MacDonald said that bills to classify Hancock County tidal 
waters and remaining portions of waters in Lincoln County will 
about end the state's classification chores. 
"There will still be a few small areas that haven't been 
classified," MacDonald said, "but those areas are relatively
insignificant." 
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Of the state's major rivers only the Androscoggin and the 
Penobscot remain to be classified, although neither problem
will be faced at this legislative session o 
UNLIKE past sessions, when classification efforts faced 
considerable opposition, MacDonald predicts fairly smooth sail­
ing for classification bills at the 101sto 
"I'll admit we've had some pretty wild fights over whether 
to classify waters in the past," MacDonald said, "but there 
seems to be more confidence on both sides now . " 
However, MacDonald admits he's heard ripples of opposition 
to classifying Hancock County tidal waters . Some Hancock legis­
lators, tearful that emergency legislation now before the 101st 
to grant $1 million in state aid to sewage treatment plants
in Saco, Old Orchard Beach, Boothbay Harbor and Mars Hill will 
not be passed, are hesitant about classifying their waters . 
The reasoning is that costly municipal sewage treatment 
facilities logically follow classification. 
"Our interest in that legislation (the state aid to sewage 
plants) is considerable , " MacDonald says, "We want to get the 
Boothbay Harbor treatment plant because the area ' s tourist 
business is dependent on clean harbor waters . " And MacDonald 
says that "we .just can't let much more pollution go into the 
Saco River . " ,.. . . ~ 
WITHOUT passage of the state aid bill for sewage plants,
the four communities involved will be up the proverbial polu­
luted creek without a paddle . 
Still, classification by itself, MacDonald notes, doesn't 
eliminate polluted waters that may disease clams, prevent swim­
ming or cause noxious odors . Municipalities and industries , 
the prime source of pollution, must be persuaded to divert waste 
from the rivers and tidal waters . 
"The law for failure to comply with Commission orders 
carries a fine of up to $1,000 a day for every day of violation," 
MacDonald points out . But he quickly adds that no court action 
has ever been taken . 
"We've found that we got better results by cooperating 
with communities," MacDonald says . And court action, if it 
were found necessary , is a lengthy affalr . 
THE CLASSIFICATION bills for Hancock and Lincoln tidal 
waters carry no time limit for elimination of further pollution. 
Maine's only principal waterway that does have a time limit 
for pollution elimination, MacDonald says, is the Kennebec 
River which must be cleansed of further pollution within 15 
years . 
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Principal areas in Lincoln County tidal waters to be class­
ified under the pending bill is in the Wiscasset area, missed 
when other Lincoln waters were classified earlier o 
The only other areas in the state wheretidal waters have 
not been classified are small stretches along the coast. These 
unclassified areas exist, MacDonald says, because some classi­
fied areas didn't adjoin when descriptions of earlierclassi­
fied areas were prepared. 
April 28, 1963 Portland Sunday Telegram 
Muskie's Antipollution Bill 
May Face Many-Sided Fight 
By E.F. Porter Jr. 
Staff Reporter 
WASHINGTON -- Seno Edmund S. Muskie 's omnibus bill to broaden 
federal antiwater pollution activities may face a many-sided
fight before it gets to be law. 
Some aspects of the proposed measure -- of which Muskie 
is only one of several cosponsors -- are certain to displease
politically potent polluters, and there are plenty of them. 
Other facets may face opposition from the UoS . Department
of Health , Education and Welfare , the agency charged with the 
responsibility of enforcing the present federal water pollution
control act. 
The Muskie bill, which has been filed in the House by 
Reps. John D. Dingell, D-Mich., and John A. Blatnik, D-Minn., 
would do many things at once. 
ONE PORTION, for example, would extend the HEW authority 
over any navigable stream where pollution causes damage to com­
mercial shellfish and fishing industries. This appears to be 
an almost unmistakable reference to the fact that the polluted
Androscoggin River in Maine has ruined the clam flats in 
Merrymeeting Bay. 
The Department of HEW has instituted enforcement action 
to get the Androscoggin cleaned up, an action which Muskie has 
publicly supported. 
And though the HEW's aUyhority over pollution of the And­
roscoggin in New Hampshire is clear because the river subse­
quently floWS across a state line, there is some doubt that 
the authority extends to Maine . As the law is written, HEW 
can institute enforcement action on an intrastate stream only 
at the invitation of the governor . 
While the Muskie-Dingell-Blatnik bill would appear at 
first to remove this restriction and open up any tributary to 
the ocean to enforcement action, Muskie spokesmen argue this 
is not their intent. 
Muskie's administrative assistant, Donald A. Nicoll, said 
this week that many people apparently have harbored this sus-' 
picion. The provision was only meant, however, to spell out 
the reasons that action could be taken, he said. Where now 
the grounds for federal action are health and welfare of people,
the bill would include the health and welfare of fish and 
clamso 
NONETHELESS, THE SECTION of the bill is certain to under­
go some very close scrutiny from groups that don't look kindly 
on the idea of the federal government interfering with the pol­
lution of just any water that finds its way eventually to the 
sea. 
The Dingell portion of the bill would take administrative 
control of the federal clean river program from the U.S. Public 
Health Service, where it now is, and establish a separate Fed­
eral Water Pollution Control Administration directly under the 
HEW secretary. 
Dingell, who is typified by most observers as something 
of a fire breather on the subject of water pollution, has been 
arguing for some time that position of the pollution control 
division, under the USPHS, is so far down in the bureaucratic 
hierarchy that its effectiveness is curtailed. 
He is particularly alarmed at a USPHS plan to lump several 
activities in a Bureau of Public Health and to house them in 
a proposed $34 million enfironmental health center near Wash­
ington. 
"They are nuts if they think we'll go a~ong with the plan 
to keep water pollution within the USPHS," he said recently. 
"The Public Health Service will know its been in a fight before 
this thing is over." 
Muskie apparently has had little to do with Dingell's bat­
tle. "I didn't file the bill in any crusading spirit," he 
said. "In fact some of the people in HEW helped to write it." 
Officials at HEW are keeping mum. 
SAID ASSISTANT HEW secretary James M. Quigley this week: 
"Nobody here is in a position to state our position at this 
time." 
The department's official opinion of the bill, including
the reorganization proposals, will be coontained in a report 
not yet prepared, he said. The report will be filed with the 
Senate public Works Committee prior to hearings on the measure. 
As far as HEW complicity in preparation of the bill goes, 
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"a more accurate description would have been technical assis­
tance," Quigley said. 
Perhaps the portions of the bill likely to engender the 
least controversy are those affecting federal grants to com­
munities for antipollution measures. 
These are: 
An increase from $600,000 to $1 million in the amount of 
federal subsidy allowable for a local treatment plant. 
Authorization, for the first time, for federal grants for 
sewers and storm drains up to 30 per cent of the cost, and an 
annual federal appropriation of $100 million to cover the cost 
of the program. 
An extra allowance of 10 per cent in grants to regional 
or metropolitan sewerage projects. 
BUT EVEN THESE provisions which are seemingly harmless 
except to economizers, may get a working over from HEW. There 
is some evidence, Quigly said, that grant money has not always 
been spent wisely and the whole subsidy program should be re­
viewed. 
Some states he continued, are merely using the federal 
trough as a substitute for state funds when it is the intent 
of the law that they should use both. Furthermore, some of 
the federally financed treatment plants are being improperly 
operated. 
It should be noted that Muskie 's office denies that the 
bill is a pot pourri of measures each with separate backing. 
The genesis of the bill was an "amorphous" group of law­
makers who share an interest in water pollution and it was 
worked up jointly by their staffs, Nicoll said. It is impos­
sible to list the membership of the amorphous group, he said, 
because some of them are more active than others. 
The provisions of the bill, however, were presumably agreed 
upon by at least all of the regular members. 
May 3, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
PB May Undertake Park Area 
at Gulf Island as Project 
There was strong indication at a meeting of the Lewiston 
Planning Board last night that the board will push for a 
recreational park in the Gulf Island Dam area as its next pro­
ject. 
Although no official vote was taken designating a drive 
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toward establishing a park in that area, board members agreed 
to a hike and boating excursion through the area to view its 
potentials as a recreational area o 
Laurier T. Raymond Jr., acting chairman, also indicated 
that he would have topography maps of the area on hand at the 
next meeting of the board which is to be held Thursday, May 16. 
Raymond said the board would "look into" the land area 
involved as well as how many land-owners are involved and, after 
making a study, probably would set before the Lewiston City 
Council a definitepl~n for a recreational park in that area. 
The board members did not go into details about a possible
recreational park in the Gulf Island Dam area in that they 
wanted to "get together" with William MacDonald, director of 
the Lewiston Urban Renewal Authority to find out if he had any 
suggestions for other new projects that should be undertaken 
by the board now that it has literally completed work on a 
complete rezoning plan for Lewiston. 
The rezoning plan has been temporarily tabled by the City 
Council, to be taken up after it has completed its budget ses­
sions which the currently in progress. 
Raymond said the board snould hear MacDonald before de­
ciding on any. definite program. "We should meet with him and 
let him set a course for us. We could also him what we could 
do to create a rec~eational park in the Gulf Island Dam area," 
he said. 
Raymond, however, warned board members that undertaking 
the establishing a park in that area as a project would involve 
a great deal of "hard" work in that it would also involve cam­
paigns to wipe out river pollution. 
Several miles of Androscoggin River water frontage would 
border the proposed land area where the park would be located 
and pollution would have to be eliminated before the area could 
be turned into a recreational area, according to Raymond. 
Raymond said that the board would have to work closely 
with the Pollution Board recently appointed by Lewiston Mayor
Donia J. Girard. 
Before discussing the park possibility to any extent, 
Raymond felt that it would be wise if the board met with Mac­
Donald to hear his point of view and also to ask Corporation
Counsel John Kivus if it is within the board's power to under­
take a river clean-up campaign. 
Edward Stokowski of 509 College St., Lewiston, a five­
year member of the board, was elected chairman at last nights 
meeting. Stokowski was recently appointed to another term on 
the Planning Board by Mayor Girard. Although Stokowski is 
only an "associate member" of the board, he is presently the 
only veteran member, other than Raymond. 
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Raymond was nominated for the post but declined. He said 
that he "appreciated" the nomination but was forced to refuse 
because of his many other positions which would prevent him 
from 'devoting enough time to the position to do a good job." 
May 19, 1963 Portland Sunday Telegram 
First Meeting This Week 
Lewiston Mayor's Committee To Work 
With HEW On River Pollution Problem 
LEWISTON--A five-man river committee, created earlier this 
year by Mayor Donia J . Girard, will officially set to work some­
time this week, it was learned here Saturday. 
J. Dennis Bruno, chairman of the committee, said "we have 
several items of business to take up. We'll stage our first 
formal meeting either Tuesday or Thursday evening." 
One of the items of business on the agenda, Bruno said, 
is a communication from the U.S. Department of Health, Educa­
tion and Welfare , offering to send federal representatives to 
Lewiston to set up public education meetings on river pollution
and how it can be licked. 
BRUNO INDICATED the communication "will get serious con­
sideration." 
In fact, one of the big reasons for creation of the river 
committee stems from recent interest in the Androscoggin River 
pollution by federal agencies, notable the Health , Education 
and Welfare Department. 
Girard, in creating the committee earlier this year, noted 
that the federal government has the power to order that the 
river be cleaned up at considerable costs to the communities 
along the shores of the river. 
RATHER THAN BE caught unprepared, Girard pointed out in 
creating the committee, LeWiston will be ready for the worse 
to come. 
Bruno, who in the past has been a staunch supporter for 
clean-up of the river, feels the committee appointed by the 
mayor "has a sincere interest in control and elimination of 
river pollution. 
Other members serving on the committee are Androscogggin 
County Commissioner Georges Rancourt, County Attorney Laurier 
To Raymond Jr., head of the Bates College biology department. 
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IN THE PAST, Raymond, as ohairman of the city's Planning Board, 
has voiced strong sentiments on clean-up of the Androscoggin. 
At a March session of the planning board, Raymond made 
an effort to get clean-up of the river declared a planning board 
projeot. He received enthusiastic support from other board 
members. 
At the same meeting, Raymond charged that industries, 
which "have polluted the river as if they owned it," have 
"buffaloed" citizens into believing that they have made great
strides in cleaning up the river by citing large amounts of 
money spent for chemicals which only eliminate the foul smell 
from the river water. 
"In reality," he said then, "all they've done is add more junk to the river water." 
Raymond pointed out then that he felt strongly about river 
pollution because it deprives area people of what could be first 
rate recreational areas o 
RAYMOND'S VIEWS on current river pollution are shared by
Bruno. 
"There's more pollution in the river today then there has 
ever been Bruno charged. "All they've done is eliminate the 
smell 0 The pollution is still there. By eliminating the smell 
they've lulled the people to sleep." 
The five-man panel will hold its meetings in the old Park 
street Fire Station. 
May 20, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Not Too Early to Plan 
Communities along the Androscoggin River should take a 
hint from the ourrent efforts of the Kennebeo Valley towns to 
get on with plans for sewage treatment and disposal. It is 
not too early to plan. 
The overall water pollution program of the state eventually 
will require all municipalities to treat their sewage. It is 
a very expensive proposition, but it is the only way to combat 
the pollution which has turned our major rivers into open sewers. 
The Kennebec River already has been classified by the 
0Legislature The towns and cities a~ong it have until 1970 
to begin sewage treatment programs, and until 1976 to complete 
them. Currently, Augusta is well on the way toward eliminating 
its polluting sewage. Skowhegan and Madison have had surveys
made and are considering cost estimates. Anson and Fairfield 
are on the way to having surveys made . 
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In addition to the legislative deadline , another factor 
is proving persuasive . That is the rising cost of construc­
tion, estimated at about five percent a year. That can add 
greatly to the cost of these projects few of Which will run 
under a million dollars~ 
~ law recently enacted at Augusta provides a million 
dollars of state money for contributions to municipal sewage 
treatment and disposal projects . In addition, the new law 
reduces the share to be paid by municipalities to only twenty 
percent. The federal government matches state funds .. 
To date, the only Androscoggin Valley community to act 
on an overall program to eliminate dumping of raw sewage into 
the river is Lisbon . Other communities would do well to tollow 
Lisbon's example rather than delay until hastier action has 
to be taken . 
May 20, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Lewiston River Committee Will Meet On Tuesday 
A Lewiston river committee appointed several weeks ago 
will hold an organizational meeting this week . 
J. Dennis Bruno , committee chairman , said he isrelling 
a meeting for "7:30 p .m. Tuesday at the city ' s old Park Street 
building " 
The Lewiston Committee for the Study and Control of Pol­
lution was appointed by Mayor Donia J. Girard in March . Other 
members are Georges Rancourt, an Androscoggin County commis­
sioner and former mayor of LeWiston; County Attorney Laurier 
T. Raymond , who also is a member of the Lewiston Planning

Board; Lewiston Finance Board member Harold S . Skelton and Dr . 

William H. Sawyer Jr. , head of t be Bates College "biology depart­

ment . 

On the agenda for the Tuesday session are several items 
which deal with river pollution . However , Bruno said , it like­
ly will be more of an organizational session "to get the ball 
rolling." 
The committee was created to work on behalf of the city 
in pollution - control activities . The mayor noted that the 
federal gpvernment can order that communities on the shores 
of the river clean up the river. A committeeman is expected 
to attend future area hearings on pollution control . 
May 22 , 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
PLEDGE ATTACK ON POLLUTION 
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New Group Named by Lewiston Mayor Outlines Future 
Problen Is Termed "Acute"; 
"Dollar Bludgeon" Used on Public, Says Skelton 
By David Sargent 
An all-out attack on he problem of pollution in he Andros­
coggin River was pledged last night at the first meeting of the 
newly formed Lewiston Committee for the Study and Control of 
Pollution. 
J. Dennis Bruno, committee chairman, said there "is no 
place where the problem is more acute than here in Le ' iston." 
The group which was appointed recently by Lewiston Mayor 
Donia J. Girard, met to orsanize its program at the old city
building on Park Streeto Others who were appointed to serve 
on the committee are Georges Rancourt, Androscoggin County 
commissioner and a former Lewiston mayor; County Attorney Laurier 
T. Raymond; Harold S. Skelton, Lewiston Finance Board member; 
and Dr. William H. Sawyer Jr., head of the Bates College biology
department. 
"One of the main things we've got to do," Bruno said, "is 
to gather material and have the answers that are reasonable 
and , tested to get the maximum in health and recreational facil­
ities from the river." 
Bruno noted that there is a considerable bulk of material 
available to the group, and an attempt will be made to set up 
a library o Some of this is as up- to-date as last fall, in­
cluding the findings of a recent hearing at Portland. 
Most Polluted 
"The Androscoggin is probably the most polluted river in 
the East", the chairman declared o "True to our state motto, 
'We lead' in pollution." Bruno also noted that no representa­
tives from Lewiston were present at the recent hearingo The 
federal government has the power to order communities along
the shores of a river to clean up pollution, and it is one of 
the purposes of the group to find a workable solution before 
intervention is deemed necessary. 
Attitudes toward water pollution are similar to those 
whieh were prevalent at the time diptheria was still uncontrol­
led, Bruno said. People would close their doors and go into 
seclusion, trying to keep the family's affliction a secret. 
This approach cannot be taken to the problem of pollution, he 
declared. 
"The only thing that water can be used for now," Rancourt 

said, "is making electricity." 

"'And it's expensive electricity," added Bruno. 
When asked by Rancourt whether the committee would inves­
tigate sewerage in the river, Bruno replied the problem is de­
rived principally from industrial wastes and sewerage has been 
shown to be only a minor contributing factor o 
"Dollar Bludgeon" 
"The major offenders are not the municipalities along the 
river," Skelton said. "The people are being frightened into 
taking a stand along with the industrial pollutors." He termed 
the condition a "dollar bludgeon." 
Bruno agreed that "fear is the weapon being used o " 
"We must replace fear with reason and logic. Right now 
the river is a camouflaged and running sewer." 
The Androscoggin River was once a tremendous water re ­
source, the chairman told the group. It was one of the great­
est salmon rivers because of the falls here at Lewiston. Be­
sides the loss of a great fishing area, there are other values 
that are being stifled, he said. Bruno cited the loss in value 
of riverside property the loss of prospective industries to 
the area which need clean water supplies, the danger to health 
resulting from .gaseous fumes, and the loss of numerous recrea­
tional possibilities . 
Kennebec 
The Kennebec River has shown tremendous improvements in 
the past few years as a result of pollution control. Ninety 
per cent of the problem in this area could be alleviated if 
industries would treat their waste products, Bruno said. 
"If you ask a citizen on the street about the river, he'll 
say, 'It doesn't smell as bad as it used to', but the problem
is still there," Skelton said. "The sludge beds still remain. 
People are being conned into accepting a condition." 
Skelton was elected to serve as secretary of the group
and Chairman Bruno appointed Raymond to act as public relations 
director. It was decided to continue meeting at the old city 
building on Park Street and any interested persons, either 
from Lewiston or from surrounding towns, were invited to attend 
meetings. 
The committee members said much interest hae already been 
shown in the committee's work o Times for future meetings will 
be posted at the city clerk's office, and a joint meeting with 
the Northeastern Resour,ce Foundation is planned for some date 
in June, at the request of that group. 
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May 22, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) 
Local Pollution Committee 
At the time of its appointment we applauded Mayor Donia 
J. Girard's idea of setting up a special committee of Lewiston 
citizens to study the problem of controlling pollution of the 
Androscoggin River. We still think the basic idea of such a 
committee is sound, but we believe a cautionary word of advice 
is needed by some of its members in view of statements made 
by several of them at their organizational meeting. 
Can committee chairman J.Dennis Bruno prove that "the 
Androscoggin is probably the most polluted river in the East"? 
Was it good advertising and was it accurate for him to declare: 
"True to our state motto, ' We Lead' in pollution"? Was he be­
ing knowledgeable about the problem of pollution along the 
Androscoggin in talking about municipal sewerage as a compara­
tively minor problem? Incidentally, this same assumption was 
made by another board member, Harold S. Skelton, a member of 
Lewiston's Finance Board. 
By way of setting forth some facts concerning what has 
been done to improve the condition of the Androscoggin and 
what the resulting situation is today, we note the summation 
made in a pamphlet published in 1961 and written by Andros­
coggin River Master Dr. Walter A. Lawrance of Bates College.
Entitled "A Twenty-Year Review of Androscoggin River Pollution 
Control ActiVities," the booklet concluded with these obser­
vations: 
The severe odor nuisance along the river, especially in 
the twin Cities, has been eliminated. The sulphite pollution 
(industrial waste) load to the river has been cut to about 5% 
of 1941 and additional cuts since publication of this pamphlet
have lowered the sulphite pollution load to the river to less 
than 2% of the '41 factor. The bio-chemical oxygen demand has 
been cut to such an extent that anaerobic conditions due to 
sulphite waste liquor will not occur in the future. The dis­
solved oxygen content of the river water has been increased 
to much safer levels. 
Additional facts were gleaned by the Journal from a dis­
cussion with Dr. Lawrance some weeks ago. He informed us that 
sewerage is definitely a significant problem. It is sewerage 
which has harmful bacteria and causes disease The sulphiteo 
industrial waste is steril and consequently has no bacteria. 
These bacteria are what have forced some of Maine's best clam 
flats to be closed because of pollution, and there should be 
no closing of the eyes as to what human sewerage bacteria does 
to f ish life. 
We mention these points, because some of the statements 
made by committee members at their first meeting suggest certain 
pre-judgments. Such judgments can prove both costly and dangerous 
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when dealing with such a complicated subject as the pollution 
of a given body of water, the causes of that pollution and 
the ways in which the pollution may be lessened or overcome. 
Let there be no mistake about it, the Androscoggin River 
of 1963 is a far cleaner, far different river than the Andro­
scoggin of 1941. 
May 22, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
REPLns TO COMMITTEE 
River Not Nearly As Bad 
As Some Feel--Lawrance 
By Paul Marcotte 
Androscoggin Rivermaster Walter A. Lawrance, recognized 
expert on the waterway, said today that the situation in the 
river as regards pollution, the subject of statements issued 
last night by the newly-formed Lewiston Committee for the 
Study and Control of Pollution, (story on page 11) "is no­
where near as bad as the committee said." 
The chairman of the committee, J. Dennis Bruno, stated 
last night that' the Androscoggin River is probably "the most 
polluted river in the East." 
Dr. Lawrance said today there are many other rivers rank­
ing ahead of the Androscoggin in pollution content. 
Great Improvement 
"There has been a very great improvement, even in the 
last couple of years," Dro Lawrance, the head of Bates College's
chemistry department, said. He has been rivermaster since 
19470 
He said that the enormous sums of money spent to change 
processes which produce pollution have resulted in better con­
ditions. 
Dro Lawrance said the river is not a camouflaged and run­
ning sewer, as stated by a committee member, although the do­
mestic sewerage problem has to be cleared up, of course . 
He expressed the opinion that the new committee, "if 
they are going to do any good, should be factual in their 
reportso" 
Dr. Lawrance said that issuing erroneous statements to 
the public will do more harm than good o 
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May 23, 1964 Lewiston Evening Journal 
BRUNO DEFENDS COMMITTEE 
River Battle Is Getting Warmer 
The chairman of the Lewiston Committee for the Study and 
Control of Pollution defended the recently-aired views of the 
committee today, relative to the Androscoggin River, in a 
heated reply to river expert Dr . Walter Lawrance of Bates 
College, who said yesterday the Androscoggin is not in nearly 
as desperate condition as some feel. 
Chairman J. Dennis Bruno said today he was swamped with 
telephone calls from Twin City residents rallying to his side 
of the dispute. 
He said the calls resulted from the statements made by 
Rivermaster Dr. Lawrance of Bates College, head of the college's 
chemistry department, who has been Rivermaster since 1947, 
who contended that the Androscoggin is not nearly as bad as 
reported by the newly-formed Lewiston committee, members of 
which were appointed this week by Lewiston Mayor Donia Girard. 
Bruno's statement, in part, follows: 
"The sig:q.ificant conclusion which can be drawn from Drc> 
Lawrance's blast against the Lewiston River Committee is that 
the offenders are aware that Mayor Girard has not appointed a 
'flunky committee" that will in traditional conformity accept 
press statements •• • as what we are suppose to believe, and 
in brain-wash fashion just go aiong obediently without chal­
lenging the faitho 
Conservationist 
"As a life-long resident of this area and conservationist, 
I am aware of the devious techniques and program of deception 
that surrounds the • • attempt to clean up the Androscoggin0 
River. 
"The cold, hard facts of local life in this valley have 
resolved river pollution not to a scientific problem, but to 
a maze and complexity of social, economic and political non­
sense. 
"The pollutors continually try to convince us that we 
never had it so good and would insult the public's intelli­
gence by telling us that the Androscoggin is no longer a 
channel of filtho However, the facts are more evident in 
these times of modern demands, and experience shows us that 
a valuable resource is being usurped by private interests, 
thereby denying the public great advantages which are needed 
in a depressed area. These advantages could result from an 
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honest program of river cleanup. 
"We must go beyond the operation of perfuming a rivero 
We must up the water quality which then will return economic, 
health and recreational blessings which the present operation 
has not and cannot produce." 
June 5, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
OXFORD PAPER CO. HEAD TELLS 
HOUSE COM. MILLS CUTTING DOWN ON WASTE 
RUMFORD - Oxford Paper Co. president, William H. Chisholm, 
a member of the American Paper and Pulp Association executive 
committee, told a House sub-committee hearing Tuesday that 
America's pulp and paper industry has cut its per-ton waste 
discharges by more than 50% since 1943 through outlays of 
$150,000,000 for treatment plant facilities o 
In a testimony before the Natural Resources and Power sub­
committee of the House Committee on Government Operations, 
Chisholm pointed out that paper and paper board production had 
increased by more than 120% to 37,580,000 tons during the past 
two decades, while the amount of waste assimilated by streams 
is actually l.ess now than it was in 1943 . 
Chisholm told the subcommittee hearing on the Nation's 
water pollution control problems that major expenditures on 
research and modification of waste abatement equipment by in­
dividual companies have resulted in the industry's significant 
waste reduction. 
He pointed out that the pulp and paper industry employs 
more than 600,000 men and women who earn some four billion 
annually and pays federal, state and local taxes in excess of 
$750 ,000,000 yearly. The 14 billion in 1962 industry sales 
represented the products of some 400 companies with 369 pulp 
mills, 313 paper mills and more than 4,000 converting plants 
located in nearly every state in the Union. 
He said the most efficient use of water has long been a 
keystone of the industry's planning, and quoted federal statis­
tics to show the average gallon of water is re-used 3.1 times 
in pulp and paper making. 
Chisholm said the industry feels that water pollution pro­
blems can best be solved at the state and local level, and 
that there should be no alteration of the present federal water 
pollution control act which recognizes this principle. 
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June 10, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) 
Chisholm's Testimony 
William H. Chisholm, president of the Oxford Paper Co. 
and a member of the ~xecutive Committee of the American Paper 
and Pulp ABsociation , stressed this last week in testimony
before the Natural Resources and Power subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Government Operations the desirability of 
continued state predominance in the area of regulation of 
inland waters. We believe this conclusion is warranted. 
The head of Oxford Paper, which has its largest plant at 
Rumford, pointed out the many purposes of our oountry's rivers 
and streams. As he said, they are used for municipal, agricul­
tral and industrial water supplies, for transportation, for 
power generation and for recreation. Quite properly Chisholm 
called for all users to pay a fair proportionate share in the 
carrying out of water pollution control programs. 
The Oxford Paper president then turned to the widely dif­
ferent conditions to be found in the United States with respect 
to available water supply, amounts of pollution and the 1ike o 
He drew the sensible conclusion that inasmuch as there is a 
broad diversity in water pollution problems and water pollu­
tion control problems throughout the nation, it makes much 
more sense for . regulatory authority to remain in the hands of 
the individual states. 
Chisholm explained his reasoning as follows: "Water pol­
lution control based upon state regulation can most nearly re­
flect the requirements imposed by the local factors. A signif­
icant aspect of the state's activity in the field of water pol­
lution control has been the voluntary association of states 
in organization and administering, with the consent of the 
Congress, interstate compacts for water pollution control," 
On the basis of progress made against water pollution in 
the state of Maine this past decade, we are convinced the re­
tention of state regularoty authority is much to be preferred 
over increasing incursion into this area by the federal gov­
ernment. 
June 13, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
N~H. Will Start Pollution 

Study of Androscoggin River 

The New Hampshire Water Pollution Commission is scheduled 
to start this month with classification surveys in the Andros­
coggin River Basin, and also a coordinated monitoring program 
for the Merrimack and Nashua Riverso The survey of the Merri­
mack River is in conjunction with enforcement proceedings 
underway in Massachusetts. 
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Early in February, Gov . Peabody of Massachusetts invited 
the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, acting under 
provisions of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, to start 
enforcement proceedings to abate pollution on the Merrimack 
River and its tributaries. 
When the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare sought 
to initiate enforcement proceedings on the Androscoggin River 
by a conference at Portland for sept, 24, 1962, Maine and New 
Hampshire pollution control commissions and the New England 
Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission refused to go
along, feeling more time was needed to consider the Public 
Health Service report and to prepare constructive discussion. 
The conference was finally convened on Feb o 6, 1963, and 
statements were presented by Maine and New Hampshire setting 
forth the state programs and schedules of classification and 
pollution abatement for the Androscoggin River. The represen­
tatives still refuse to participate in the conference. 
With the construction of Augusta's sewage treatment plant
nearing completion, work is starting on the second phase of 
the program to abate pollution of the Kennebec River. Now in­
terceptors will be constructed on each side of the river. 
Classification studies on the main stem of the Penobscot 
River will be .concluded this summer and in June one of the two 
mobile laboratories will be moved into the Androscoggin area 
for classification work. The second unit will follow in mid­
summer. 
Preliminary studies are underway in the Kennebec Valley 
towns of Anson, Hallowell, Madison and Richmond. A similar 
study is being made in South Paris in the Little Androscoggin 
River watershed. 
So far in Maine 18 projects have been approved for Federal 
grants totaling $3,100,000. Two projects are under construc­
tion and ten have been completed. These are sewage treatment 
installations. 
June 13, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Planning Board Will Sail 
Up Androscoggin Tonight 
The Lewiston Planning Board will take a boat trip up the 
Androscoggin River tonight to survey the area for possible 
recreation purposes. 
Edward w. Stokowski, board chairman, said the group plans 
to sail upstream as far as the North Turner Bridge. A seven­
passenger boat is being made available by board member Paul 
A. Labbe Jr., through a relative. 
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During the approximately 15-mile trip, the board plans 
to take a close look at land and water o It has been discussing 
possible recreational use of the facilities in the near future 
and the trip will provide the group with first-hand informa­
tion. Interest has centered for the time being around likely 
motor boating areas, landing facilities and picnic areas. 
When the boat trip is over, the board plans to visit the Taylor 
Hill area which has been mentioned as a possible picnic site. 
The group will take a close look at the entire Gulf Island 
Pond area as well . 
A jOint venture with Auburn or one of the nearby towns 
on a riverside recreational setup has been considered, Stok­
owski saido 
Board members will meet at the Lincoln Street fire sub­
station about 5:30 p.m. and from there will go to East Auburn 
to launch the boat . 
June 14, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
"A Little Allagash , " City 
Planners Report After Trip 
Lewiston .Planning Board members took a boat ride up the 
Androscoggin River early last night and found "a little Alla­
gash in our back yard." 
"It was very pretty," board chairman Edward W. Stokowski 
said on returning. 
The board took the tip to obtain first-hand information 
on possible recreational sites along the riverbank . A study 
along this line has been initiated by the board. A motorboat 
was provided by Lou Labbe of 127 Riverside Drive, Auburn, a 
nephew to Planning Board member Paul A. Labbe Jr. The group 
put on lifejackets - just in case - but nobody got weto 
stokowski said they were launched at a Waterman Road 
landing at the invitation of Dr. Walter A. Lawrance, Androscog­
gin rivermaster, The trip lasted about two hours with the 
group spending part of that time on land. 
Stokowski said they concentrated in the Lewiston area 
along the river and were impressed with the grandeur of the 
scenery. Once, the group pulled ashore to walk to the top of 
Taylor Hill for a look at the view . "It was amazing," said 
Stokowski. 
The trip will be discussed at a future meeting of the 
board, according to the chairman. Next Thursday, the board 
is scheduled to discuss the urban renewal programo 
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June 14, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) 
More Planning Was Needed 
The Lewiston Planning Board is to be commended for dis­
playing interest in the possible future potential of the land 
area which runs along the Androscoggin Rivero Their decision 
to take a boat trip on the river undoubtedly provided them 
with an appreciation of the beauty of the river not gained 
when driving near it on land. 
We couldn't help but notice, however, that the planners 
might have done somewhat better planning with respect to 
boating safety. The pictures of their journey on the Andros­
coggin showed eight men in one small aluminum boat. True 
enough, they were wearing life jackets, but still we think 
they made an ineffectual advertisement for the water safety
campaign that is being waged on a nationwide basis. 
Lewiston's city planners carried out one of the principle 
water safety advisories in wearing life jackets, but they dis­
obeyed a cardinal rule in overloading a boat. This business 
of overloading is probably the most common flaunting of water 
safety that is encountered. The fact this failure to recognize
the logical capacity load of a boat costs lives each year is 
the reason we call attention to the Androscoggin voyage made 
by Lewiston Planning Board members Thursday. 
June 18, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
SEN. MUSKIE URGES POLLUTION FUNDS 
Cites Tremendous Future Need for Clean Water 
WASHINGTON (AP) - "Clean water is everybody's business," said 
Sen. Edmund So Muskie, D-Maine, Monday as a senate public 
works subcommittee opened hearings on pollution. 
Muskie said by 1980 this country will need 600 billion 
gallons of clean water every day. 
"We use 355 billion gallons a day, now," he said. 
He estimated an annual expenditure of $830 million will 
be necessary through 1970 to keep pace with population growth 
and replace obsolete sewer facilities in the country. 
About $370 million in federal grants have been allocated 
to communities for sewer construction in the past six years,
he said adding: 
"There is a current backlog amounting to $2.6 billion 
which must be overcome." 
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Sen. Muskie said, "Industry has been laggard in its res­
ponsibilities and the needs here are as great as those of 
municipalities. A staggering $8 billion estimated cost is 
the price tag facing cities in undertaking the necessary sep­
aration of combined storm and sanitary sewers, now constitu­
ting a significant pollution problem." 
Muskie has introduced a bill sponsored by 18 other senators 
for a federal agency to handle pollution problems, to increase 
federal grants for sewer projects including a new program to 
help separate storm and sanitary sewers and to authorize issuance 
of federal regulations of Quality in interstate or navigable 
waters. 
June 21, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
River Pollution Com. to 
Confer With Researchers 
The Mayor's River Pollution Committee will meet at 7:30 
pom. Tuesday with representatives of the Northeastern Research 
Foundation of Bowdoin to explore the possibility of the river 
pollution situation becoming a part of the area survey which 
the foundation is making for the Androscoggin Valley Regional
Planning Commission. 
The meeting is scheduled for the Park street building. 
Three main areas will be explored, first the total economic 
cost of a clean-up of the Androscoggin River; second, what 
the present pollution system is costing the area, and third, 
the total overall economic benefit which would be abailable 
if the pollution situation was cleaned upo 
Several members of the mayor's committee were present 
when the members of the Lewiston Planning Board took a motor­
boat ride on the river last last week. What they saw on the 
trip is one of the main reasons for wanting to sit down with 
the research foundation representatives to discuss what can 
be done. 
To represent the Northeastern Research Foundation at the 
meeting will be Dr. James Storer and Guilio Pontecorvo o The 
mayor's committee includes Harold S. Skelton, J. Dennis Bruno, 
Dr. William Sawyer, Laurier To Raymond Jr., and Georges 
Rancourt. 
June 22, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
POLLUTION SERIOUS, SEN. MUSKIE SAYS 
Tells of Problems Facing the Metropolitan Areas 
POLAND SPRING (AP) - Seno Edmund S. Muskie, D-Maine, told 
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the New England Home Builders Association here Friday night
that a "critical problem of waste pollution is facing the 
nation." 
Muskie also spoke of the problems facing the home builder 
in metropolitan areas where population growth is overtaxing 
available land. 
June 25, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
(Caption under picture) 
No Summertime Fragrance 
It was the heat, and not the humidity, which had nostrils 
of Lewiston-Auburn residents twitching uncomfortably today, 
as the one-time Smelly Androscoggin River gave forth the same, 
nauseating odors of old, as temperatures soared. While the 
worst of the odor was noticed near tbe river (the lawyers in 
the Auburn Savings Bank building were especially suffering, 
reports of the bad smell reached the Journal from scattered 
sections of the two communities Dr. Wa~ter Lawrance, court­o 
appointed river master and expert on the subject, could not 
be reached for comment. The boys are steve Williams, 8, of 
46 Middle Street, and Charles Hutchinson, 13, of 4 Bates 
street, both Lewiston, who had a simple solution to the 
problem1 
June 26, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 

Dr. Lawrance Insists River 

Not Cause of Odor in Area 

Some Twin City sections blamed an odor yesterday on the 
river and the two days of hot weather, reminiscent of the days 
when the river was really acting up, but Dr. Walter A. Lawrance 
Androscoggin Rivermaster, said he didn't "believe it was the 
rivero" 
He noted that chemical tests are made every day, and "the 
tests don't show anything of the sort o " The rivermaster re­
ported that nitrate treatment of the river was stopped three 
years ago, when it was decided that the problem was under 
control. 
"Sometimes people confuse the odor from the gas company 
with the river," he declared. According to Dr. Lawrance, the 
odors were noticable for a period of only a h~lf hour Tuesday. 
"I can hardly think it was the river under those conditions." 
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Dr. Lawrance said that he noted no odor from the river 
at 8:30 a.mo nor at 3 p.m. yesterday, but he was out-of-town 
during the period between~ But there are plenty of hot days 
yet to come this year, and between the chemical tests and an 
objective olfactory study, the issue seems certain to be 
settled~ 
June 26, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
POLLUTION SESSION WITH 

RESEARCHERS TO B'E RESCHEDULED 

Last night's scheduled meeting of the Mayor's River Pol­
lution Committee with representatives of the Northeastern 
Research Foundation, Bowdoin College, has been postponed due 
to lack of a quorum. Because of several other activities, 
various members of the mayor's committee were unable to attend. 
The meeting now will be held either later this week and 
early next week, whenever it is possible for the several mem­
bers to meet. 
June 28, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Gas Company Says Smell 'Isn't Ours 9 
An official of the Lewiston Gas Light Co. said today that 
foul odors which have been noticed in the Twin Cities the past
few days, as the mecury soared, cannot be blamed on the opera­
tions at the river-side gas plant o 
"The odors are not coming from the plant," Supt. Willam 
Hendricks declared, in reference to a statement by Androscoggin 
Rivermaster Dr . Walter A. Lawrance, who insisted the river was 
not at fault, and tossed in the observation that maybe the gas 
plant was 0 
Dr. Lawrance checks the river regularly, in his capacity 
as overseer of the water-way -- the person charged with the 
responsibility of seeing the river is on its best behavior. 
Hendricks said it was true that at certain times of the 
year, when tanks are being re~filled at the gas plant, odor 
is noticeable. There has been no re-filling of tanks for 
several months, he said, and as a result--no smell. 
June 29, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Answer to What Constitutes Water Pollution 
Has More Angles Than Might Be Thought 
WASHINGTON -- The answer to what constitutes water pollution 
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has more angles than would be thought of at first. 
Perhaps a good answer would be: it all depends on whether 
the question is evaluated from the standpoint of the use in­
tended, or on the basis of a legal issue that may be involved. 
The question as to what constitutes water pollution has 
arisen at hearings now underway by a House Government Opera­
tions subcommittee, which is studying various phases of the 
water problem. 
The Chamber of Commerce of the United states, in an effort 
to develop a better understanding of this subject, is making 
available excerpts from testimony produced at the hearingso 
When Under Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare James 
Quigley was asked for a definition of water pollution by Rep. 
Robert McClory (R-Ill.), he replied: 
"I don't know that I have one. I think all water is pol­
luted, except when you catch it as it falls from the sky. The 
minute it touches the roof, or the rain-spout or the ground or 
anything, it picks up some ~impurity'. 
"I think that it becomes polluted--in the sense that it 
is used in the Act (the Water Pollution Control Act)--when it 
is no longer usable for legitimate purposes, swimming, drink­
ing, fishing, industry. 
"When the state of the water, by addition of foreign sub­
stances • • reaches a point where it cannot be used for •• 00 
legitimate purposes, then in my mind it is polluted sufficiently 
if it is an interstate situation where the jurisdiction of our 
Department attaches under the law and we have a responsibility 
to take a look. 
"Taking a look doesn't mean that our ultimate conclusion 
will be that it is in fact polluted. Our scientific data may 
say that it is a bad situation, (that) it could be improved 
upon, but it is not so polluted that it is the responsibility 
of the federal government to direct corrective action. 
"We may find ••• that corrective action is needed, but 
the engineering techniques are not good enough to suggest what 
corrective action we should take . " 
Director Thomas B. Nolan of the UoS. Geological Survey 
suggested as a workable concept of pollution that stated in 
a Colorado court ruling in 1934: 
"For the purpose of this case, the work 'pollution' means 
an impairment, with attendant injury, to the use of water that 
plaintiffs are entitled to make. Unless the introduction of 
extraneous matter so unfavorably affects such use the condition 
created is short of pollution. In reality, the thing forbidded 
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is injury. The quantity introduced is immaterialo" 
Dro Nolan said the Geological Survey maintains a network 
of measuring stations for quality of surface and well water 
in order to determine whether use is impaired 0 
July 3, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Says Tests Will Be Made To Determine 

Pollution Level of Androscoggin River 

AUGUSTA (AP) -- Chief Engineer Raeburn MacDonald of the 
Water Improvement Commission said today tests well be started 
next week to determine the pollution level of the Androscoggin 
River. 
The tests -- the first stage toward classifying and clean­
ing up the river -- will take more than a year . At the same 
time, New Hampshire authorities will be making similar tests 
on their portion of the rivero 
The Androscoggin is "probably the biggest pollution pro­
blem of any interstate river" Maine has attempted to classify, 
MacDonald said. 
The prese~t time table for the Androscoggin calls for 
classification of its tributaries by 1965 and that of the 
main stream in 1967. 
MacDonald said 20 testing stations will be set up along 
the Maine section of the river. The first will open in Auburn 
next week. 
July 4, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
, STATE BEGINS TESTS AT AUBURN 
NEXT V'lEEK IN RIVER CLEAN- UP DRIVE 
AUGUSTA (AP) -- First steps toward clean-up campaigns for 
two Maine rivers were announced Wednesday by Raeburn MacDonald , 
chief engineer of the Water Improvement Commission. 
MacDonald said tests will start next week at Auburn to 
determine the extent of pollution of the Androscoggin River. 
He also announced that Westbrook would be asked to aid 

in cleaning up the Presumpscot River. 

The Androscoggin tests, MacDonald said, will take more 
than a year. 
The present timetable, he said, calls for classification 
of pollution-content of the river's tributaries by 1965 and 
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of the main stream in 1967. 
MacDonald said 20 testing stations eventually will be 
set up along the Maine portion of the river. New Hampshire 
authorities will also be making rests, he said. 
The chief engineer said he hopes Westbrook will soon be­
gin planning a city sewage treatment plant that can be in 
operation within 10 years. 
He noted that the S.D. Warren Co. is scheduled to have 
installed by the end of the year a system to keep its organic 
wastes out of the Presumpscot and expressed the belief that 
the city should also do its share. 
Last year Westbrook said it felt its contribution to the 
waste in the river was negligible. 
July 5, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Leaving It Up to the states 
We commend the willingness of the secretary of the federal 
department of Health, Education and Welfare, Anthony J. Cele­
breeze, to leave the cleaning up of the Androscoggin River up 
to the two states affected by it: Maine and New Hampshire. 
The fact that the HEW called conferences on the Androscog­
gin last fall and last winter made us fear, along with many 
others, that the federal government was getting ready to move 
in on the Androscoggin River and impose its own version of a 
cleanup program. Just what that could have meant tothe economy 
of the entire valley only can be guessed. 
Since both Maine and New Hampshire have been working on 
anti-pollution work in the Androscoggin for some twenty years,
and since conditions have shown steady improvement, there was 
no valid reason for the federal government to step into the 
picture. 
Raeburn Wo MacDonald, engineer of the Maine Water Im­
provement Commission, now has received a letter from Secretary 
Celebreeze in which he says: "As a result of discussions ••• 
there is every indication that the course of remedial actions 
proposed by New Hampshire and Maine water pollution control 
commission will meet the water pollution control requirements 
on the Androscoggin • ••" 
Maine plans, which were in effect before the federal move 
call for classification of the tributaries of the river in 
1965, and of the river itself in 1967. Both steps must be 
approved by the Legislature. The New Hampshire plans parallel 
this program. 
In fact, tests of the Androscoggin River water will begin 
next week, as part of the Maine program. Some 20 testing 
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stations will be set up along the Maine portion of the water­
way in the course of the year long program of testing, accord­
ing to MacDonald. New Hampshire also is to begin making similar 
tests. 
This matter rightly is being left to the states involved. 
NOw, the towns and cities along the river and its tributaries 
will do well to get prepared for the fact that classification 
of the waters will mean that they will have to stop using the 
waterways as open sewers . This is the time to be planning 
for that step. 
July 5, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
New NRC Chairman Plans River Study 
The new chairman of the Northeastern Resources Committee 
plans to pay special attention to coordinating the comprehen­
sive river basin studies which will be carried on in various 
rivers in the New England area. 
Mark Abelson, who was elected to the post recently, said 
studies will be carried on at the Androscoggin , Connecticut 
and Saint John rivers . 
The new chairman also plans to increase emphasis on the 
education-information type of programs that have been a feature 
of past NRC operations. 
The NRC, comprised of representatives of the six New 
~ngland states and seven federal agencies operating in the 
field of resources, meets regularly at different points 
throughout the six- state region and has in the past contributed 
much to the effectiveness of federal and state resource con­
servation efforts. 
July 5, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) 
HEW Decision Good News 
It is gratifying to note that the federal Department of 
Health, Education & Welfare has decided to withdraw from the 
scene with respect to the matter of classification and pollu­
tion control of the Androscoggin River . The HEW decision was 
conveyed to the Maine Water Improvement Commission in a letter 
written by HEW Secretary Anthony J . Celebreeze. 
The letter included this comment: "As a result of discus­
sions • • • there is every indication that the course of remed­
ial actions proposed by New Hampshire and Maine water pollu­
tion control commissions will meet the water pollution control 
requirements on the Androscoggin o " 
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One might think that perhaps the threatened federal in­
tervention had brought about a change in plans on the part 
of Maine and New Hampshire in regard to improving conditions 
along the Androscoggin. It should be emphasized that the two 
states have not speeded up or changed their plans. Working 
together cooperatively the states had agreed upon classifica­
tion of the Androscoggin by 1957 and classification of its 
tributaries by 1965. 
The reason Washington decided to back off from the Andros­
coggin problem is due to the fact Health, ~ducation & Welfare 
officials discovered lack of state finances would make it im­
possible for the two states involved to alter the planned sched­
ule. The federal department itself didn't want to speed up 
the Androscoggin plan at the cost of federal dollars; hence 
the decision to attempt a graceful withdrawal. 
Last fall Washington seemed eager to plunge into the 
Androscoggin River pollution situation with both feet. At 
that time the Journal advocated an unhasty study by federal 
authorities of the plans for the Androscoggin envisaged by 
Maine and New Hampshire pollution control commissions . Eviden­
tly this type of analysis did occur following the initial 
"eager beaver" approach that alienated officials of both states, 
and we are convinced both Washington and the two states will 
benefit from the HEW decision. 
Maine and New Hampshire have established an orderly,log­
ical program with respect to cleaning up the Androscoggin . 
Actually a tremendous amount of improvement has occurred over 
the past two decades as a result of millions of dollars being 
spent by pulp and paper industries located along the river o 
Admittedly more needs to be done and will be done. Common 
sense tells us, however, that the regeneration of a river 
which has been polluted both by industries and municipalities 
for many decades cannot be achieved in the matter of a few 
years. 
July 6, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Dr. Lawrence Has the Answer 
Why a mobile testing unit from the Maine Water Improve­
ments Commission, engaged in making pollution tests along the 
Androscoggin River, should be located near the Auburn Water 
District pumping station on Lake Auburn instead of on the river 
caused some eyebrows to be raised today. 
A solid answer, however, was provided by Dro Walter A. 
Lawrance of Bates College, court appointed rivermaster for the 
Androscoggin. 
"utilities," Dro Lawrance said. "They need to be near 
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a municipal water supply and at a point where they can get
electrical power." 
He indicated that the testing would go on for many months , 
and electricity would be needed to heat the mobile unit during
the colder months to come. Also a fresh water supply is needed 
for other purposes. 
Dr. Lawrance reported that there is no point along the 
river where these utilities would be available to the mobile 
unit . Samples from the river are carried to the mobile unit 
by automobile. 
Another trailer will be stationed in the Rumford area 
later this summer, to work on the upper segments of the river. 
The Auburn trailer has previously been engaged in a sur­
vey of the Penobscot River, located in Lincoln. The Rumford 
unit is now based at Bangor and will be conducting surveys on 
the tidal estuary of the Penobscot until sometime in August . 
July 8, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
TAKES WORK, TIME-MacDONALD 
Androscoggin R. Clean-Up
Will Take Plenty Of Time 
By Cliff Hodgman 
If the public is expecting quick results where the Andro­
scoggin River clean-up is concerned--it can forget it. 
Such a thing is not possible on a short term basis. 
"It's a long job and it's something that takes 8 lot of 
work and time." Raeburn W. MacDonald , Chief engineer for the 
Maine Water Improvement Commission, pOinted out today. 
In a joint interview at Bates College with Dro Walter Ae 
Lawrance, court appointed river master for the Androscoggin , 
both men agreed that the public should realize that this bus­
iness of river surveying is a slow, painstaking job. 
The interview was prompted by the fact that Maine has 
taken over the job of surveying the Androscoggin, with hopes
of bettering it in the near future. 
Doesn't Realize 
"Sometimes the public just doesn't seem to realize that 
such a survey requires tremendous amounts of sampling -- there 
are hundreds and hundreds of samples that have to be taken, 
and this can't be done in a hurry," Dro Lawrance saido 
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MacDonald pointed out that the survey is now underway, 
with a mobile laboratory stationed in Auburn o Another will 
soon start operation in the Rumford area, he said. 
Maine plunged into the river survey recently when the 
Federal government, which had earlier stepped into the pi~ture, 
stepped out with the explanation that Maine and New Hampshire 
had programs which could well take care of the river problems , 
Offering a tentative timetable of activities , MacDonald 
said that the survey work would continue until the fall of 
1964. 
Then comes the tremendous job of compiling all of the 
collected data into a report o 
This will be done by MacDonald and his technical staff 
and the report will be presented by the WIC , At the same time, 
copies of the report will be circulated throughout the Andros­
coggin River area for informative purposes . 
This report won't be ready until 1965, chances are, said 
MacDonald . 
After the report comes the public hearing on the river 
situation, at Which time the public can toss in its ideas about 
what should and shouldn't be done . This will be followed by 
recommendations from the WIC , which eventually will go to the 
Maine Legislature for action. 
Meanwhile, back at the mobile laboratory o•. • •.• . 
Tests of all sorts will be conducted by the eight man 
team which will man both the local lab and the one which will 
be moved into the Rumford area later . 
"We have no pre- conceived notion of classification of the 
river," said MacDonald . "We will just have to take it as we 
find it . " 
It just isn ' t simply a case of testing the water that's 
in the Androscoggin River . "We generally know that it's con­
taminated and what's doing it," said the engineer , "but there 
is a lot more to do than that . We not only want water samples, 
but we will later bet bottom deposits o" 
Druing this year, he said, "we will be getting our feet 
placed . " This summer the survey will be checking the water, 
and taking sample after sample . "We have to take a lot to get 
an overall picture," said MacDonald . 
This fall , the bottom and waste deposits will be sampled 
and waste tests will be conducted during the winter months , 
when the river is frozen over o 
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Classification 
There are five different river classifications, and 
currentiY the Androscoggin River is at the bottom of the heap. 
Classification A is for rivers which could funish a dom­
estic water supply through the use of chlorine treatment only. 
The second classification is B-1, which would accomodate 
all types of recreation. B-2 would take in all types of re­
creation, with the exception of bathing. 
Classification C is for water permitting fish propagation.
The bottom classification is D, for a waterway in which there 
is transportation of waste, without creating a nuisance. 
There was a time when the Androscoggin River was even 
lower than D, although it couldn't be listed any lower. That's 
when a definite nuisance was involved, and in those days, the 
1940's, there wasn't a nose in the Twin Cities that didn't 
know that. 
But--both Dr. Lawrance and MacDonald noted today that 
there has been plenty of improvement in the Androscoggin River 
since the foul 40's. 
Will Continue 
"It has improved and it will continue to improve," Mac­
Donald pOinted out. 
The two men said that industry along the Androscoggin has 
done very well in doing its part in ridding the river of com­
mercial waste and the resulting stench. 
As for the communities along the river, they have begun 
to move and move rapidly, according to MacDonald. 
He referred to a meeting last year at the Androscoggin 
County building regarding progress on river clean up and said 
that the informative session did much to prompt communities 
to start planning, working in conjunction with the State 
government. 
"Many communities have got their surveys going and others 
are in the process of obtaining engineers," he said. 
The state of Maine is the homeland for 110 miles of the 
Androscoggin River. The state of New Hampshire has a whole 
lot less than that, and that state won't start its program 
until next spring, "but they are really planning to go up 
there,fl said MacDonald. 
A few years back, the big program in the river involved 

sulphite liquor, which was dumped into it by the industries 
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along its banks. 
"But, we have made great strides here," said Dro Lawrance. 
He pointed out that the Brown Company in Berlin and the Oxford 
Paper Co. in Rumford stopped putting sulphite into the river-­
spent much money on new processes--and this has helped trem­
endously, he declared. 
He said that the International Paper COo at Livermore 
Falls is still dumping sulphite but during the summer months 
the liquor is deposited in lagoons , then runoff during the 
river's he~vier flows . 
Big Drop 
Dr . Lawrance said that in 1941 there was 850 tons of 
sulphite going into the river daily and this amount has re­
duced to 14 tons a day now . 
The big problem today is municipal sewerage. The sur­
vey which is now underway will no doubt tell the researchers 
much about how adversely this affects the river o 
The researchers have a long job ahead of them, one which 
could mean that some day, even though it may be several years 
away, the Androscoggin River might be something like it was 
in the days when it wound its way to the sea unsoiled by civil­
ization . . 
July 9, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
RIVER STUDY WILL 
BE SLOW PROCESS 
Dr . Walter A. Lawrance, Androscoggin river master, and 
Raeburn Wo MacDonald, chief engineer for the Maine Water Im­
provement Commission, have reported that while the river is 
being surveyed now, it will be some time before reports on 
the pollution conditions are available . 
MacDonald said that chances are the report will not be 
ready until 1965 . 
"Sometimes the public just doesn't seem to realize that 
such a survey requires tremendous amounts of sampling- -there 
are hundreds and hundreds of samples that have to be taken, 
and this can't be done in a hurry," Dr . Lawrance said. 
MacDonald pOinted out that the survey is now underway , 
with a mobile laboratory stationed in Auburn . Another will 
soon start operation in the Rumford area, he said . 
The survey work is expected to continue until the fall 
of 1964, and then the data will be compiled into a report , 
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which will be discussed at a public hearing . Following recom­
mendations from the WIC, the report will go to the Legislature 
for action . 
July 9, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) 
Androscoggin Outlook 
In a special article Monday the Journal provided its 
readers with a preview of the procedures which will be followed 
with respect to classifying the Androscoggin River . This ar­
ticle was made possible through the cooperation in a Joint in­
terview of Raeburn W. MacDonald, chief engineer of the Maine 
Water Improvement Commission, and Androscoggin River Master 
Dr . Walter A. Lawrance of Bates College. 
Basically this is what will happen: 
An exhaustive survey will begin this year . This will in­
volve countless samplings of water, tests of the river bottom 
and waste tests on the part of the eight-man team that will 
be assigned to the job . Once this scientific work has been 
completed--and it will require more than a year--a compliation 
will be undertaken and a report made up for the Water Improve­
ment Commission . This same report also will be circulated 
throughout the. state so that when the WIC public hearing on 
the Androscoggin is held, citizens will have had the opportun­
ity to be informed of facts . It is not expected the report 
will be ready before 1965 . 
Although this repeats data given in last evening ' s story, 
this has been done with a serious purpose . The fact the sur­
vey and compilation will require at least two years emphasizes 
a point which needs a great deal of stress . We refer to the 
twin facts that the matter of classifying a big river like the 
Androscoggin, along with the problems involved in regard to 
continuing the improvement made in the last 20 years in clean­
ing up the river are not matters which can be conjured up like 
the genie from Aladdin's lamp. 
Now that the federal government has made its hasty retreat 
from the Androscoggin picture there is every reason to hope 
for an orderly, sensible approach to the problem . The infor­
mation afforded in yeaterday's special article makes clear this 
is exactly what the WIC intends and what both MacDonald and 
Dr. Lawrance will provide. 
There may be extermists who still will yammer and clamor 
for some overnight miracle on the Androscoggin . Their arguments 
will be senseless and their cause will be hopeless , for it 
will require a number of years under the wisest management for 
the river to rid itself entirely of the effects of decades of 
pollution . These effects took many years to reach their noxious 
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climax in the early 1940's, and their eventual riddance obvious­
ly will take time. 
Here it should be brought out forcefully that the Andros­
coggin of 1963 is a far cleaner, more wholesome river than that 
of 1943. Evidence points to certain improvement in the years 
ahead. Industries along the river have done much to alleviate 
pollution nuisances, and now some municipalities are making 
plans for eventual effective treatment of sewage. 
Much has been achieved on the Androscoggin and much more 
will be done. Residents along this river valley should be en­
couraged that two such highly competent individuals as Mac­
Donald and Dr. Lawrance will be working together in carrying 
on the good work. 
July 12, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Possible Recreation Site Discussed 
A possible recreation site along the banks of the Andros­
coggin River was discussed at last night's meeting of the 
Lewiston Planning Board. 
The group followed up on a boat ride to the recreational 
site which they took at the last board meeting . 
Although pollution is a problem, there are steps now 
being taken to overcome it, chairman Edward Stokowski said o 
Laurier T. Raymond Jr., said that it is the duty of the 
board to make the area available to all of the population. 
"Squabbling on pollution has gone on for a long time,~ 
he said, "and will continue for some time." 
However, he continued, it is certain that the river will 
have to be cleaned up in the future and then it will offer 
ideal facilities for many types of recreationo The board 
should go ahead with its plans, he said, so that when the river 
is cleaned up it will be ready to take the necessary stepso 
"We can't deny that this is our responsibility," he added. 
Joint Meeting 
Following further discussion, the board voted unanimously 
to request a joint meeting with the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
to discuss the project, and to ask the councilmen to accompany 
them on a second trip to the area. 
Board member Paul A. Labbe Jr. said, "They'll have to see 

it to believe it . " 

The board felt that after the aldermen have seen the area, 

they should draw up some preliminary boundary lines . 
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Raymond pointed out that there is still another reason 
for meeting with the aldermen--the proposed zoning ordinance. 
He said that he believed the aldermen want to put through a 
good zoning ordinance, but that they have had so many other 
activities recently that time has prevented them from doing 
so. 
Plan Review 
He suggested that the Planning Board offer any assistance 
needed to help the aldermen take action. 
At earlier meetings, the board had talked of reading a 
portion of the Comprehensive Plan as part of each meeting, 
since the members felt that they could use a review. Bring­
ing the matter to the board's attention last night was Lionel 
Lachance, the newest member. 
Raymond, in agreement with Lachance, suggested that the 
chairman pick out a section of the plan for each meeting and 
that the group study it together. He said that since the plan 
is complete, the board is at a type of a corssroads and should 
keep active to see that the city benefits from the report. 
He pointed out that by reading and studying the plan, 
new ideas for planning are bound to come up . 
July 18, 1963 	 Portland :Evening Express 
Androscoggin Cleanup • • • 
Treatment At Source 
Termed Only Method 
By 	E.:E . Porter Jro 
Staff Reporter 
Federal seizure of the power dams on the Androscoggin 
River wouldn't help clean up the stream's pollution, a special 
government survey team said today. 
In a preliminary joint report to the House Natural Resources 
and Power subcommittee, three federal agencies concluded that 
a federal takeover of the dams, their removal or changes in 
them wouldn't help. 
The only possible exception, the report said, is the 
Central Maine Power facility at Gulf Island, near Lewiston. 
This dam, according to the report, may have to be modified to 
effect a river cleanup . 
The only effective method of cleaning up the Androscoggin , 
the report said, is to treat at the source, the large volume 
of industrial and municipal waste that is dumped daily into 
the river. 
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In discounting the need for federal takeover or removal 
of the dams, however, the report added one significant quali­
fication. It said that Federal Power Commission licenses to 
the power companies should be issued with conditions requiring 
private dam operation to "make maximum possible contribution 
to resources, including water quality." 
This presumably means that power companies should be 
required to abide by new regulations to maintain water flow 
in such as way as to keep pollution down. 
The requirements for each dam must be established on an 
individUal basis, the report said. 
The report, issued in response to a request from Resources 
and Power subcommittee chairman Robert E . Jones, D-Ala., was 
based on a survey conducted jointly in late May by the FPC, 
and the Departments of Interior and Health , Education and 
Welfare . 
Though it had no direct connection with HEW 's recent en­
f0rcement action against Androscoggin pollution, the survey 
chief was U.S. Public Health Service Engineer A.D. Siddo . 
An earlier Siddio report was the basis for the enforcement 
action o The action, launched last fall, included two public 
conferences at the Portland main post office in which water 
pollution control officials of both Maine and New Hampshire 
refused to take part. The action, they claimed, was an infringe­
ment of state sovereignty. 
At subsequent private negotiations, however, state and 
federal officials reached an agreement for river cleanup which 
involves both states asking their respective legislatures for 
classification of the waters of the tributaries in 1965 and 
the main stem in 1967. The degree of classification (water 
purity) was not stipulated in the agreement except that it must 
be made cleaner than it is now. 
The agreement was gEmer.ally .. considered to be a concession 
to Maine , which already had planned a classification schedule, 
but not to New Hampshire . 
The Jones committe has been conducting what some observers 
have termed a "fishing expedition" about the conduct of the 
government's anti-pollution enforcement methods . The general 
tenor of the committee's attitude has been that they have been 
both disorganized and somewhat feeble. 
The committee hearings are expected to be scheduled in 
New ~ngland sometime this summer, possibly even in Maine , ac­
cording to members of the committee staff. 
It was Jones himself who suggested that removal of the 
Androscoggin dams might help alleviate the pollution of the 
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river. He noted that many of the FPC licenses for power fa­
cilities are due for renewal by 1970 and possibly shouldn't 
be re-issued. 
The FPC was established in 1920 and licenses for power 
development on interstate streams run for 50 ye~rs. Thus dams 
existing prior to 1920 are under licenses expiring in seven 
years. 
July 19, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Agencies Say Gulf Island 
Dam Might Need Modifying 
A preliminary Androscoggin River pollution study report
by three federal agencies says the large Central Maine Power 
Co. dam at Gulf Island, Lewiston, may have to be modified to 
effect a river cleanup . 
With this exception, the special survey team contends that 
federal seizure of power dams on the river would not help clean 
up the Androscoggin pollutiono 
Dn . Walter A. Lawrance of Lewiston, Androscoggin river­
master, preferred last night not to comment on the survey
team's picture of the Gulf Island facility o 
"I hope to have the report sooner or later , " the river­
master told a newsman o "I am trying to get a copy . I would 
prefer not to comment until I have seen the original report o" 
The preliminary jOint report to the House Natural Resources 
and Power subcommittee contends the only effective way to clean 
up the Androscoggin is to treat at the source the large amount 
of industrial and muniCipal waste that is dumped into the river 
each day . 
The report was based on a survey conducted in May by the 
Federal Pewe~- Commission and the Departments of Interior and 
Health, Education and Welfare . It was issued on request of 
Resources and Power subcommittee chairman Robert E . Jones, 
D-Ala . The report said, while discounting the need of federal 
dam seizure, that FPC licenses to power companies should in­
clude conditions requiring private dam operation to "maKe max­
imum possible contribution to resources, including water 
quality . " 
July 19, 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal 
May Require Changes In Dam 
The Central Maine Power Company's Gulf Island Dam may 
need some modifications in order for the Androscoggin River 
to be cleaned up, according to a preliminary study report made 
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by three Federal agencies. 
Androscoggin Rivermaster Dr . Walter Ao Lawrance preferred 
not to comment on the preliminary conclusion until he gets a 
chance to look over the final report, he said. 
The preliminary joint report to the House Natural Resources 
and Power subcommittee contends the only effective way to clean 
up the Androscoggin is to treat at the source the large amount 
of industrial and municipal waste that is dumped into the river 
each day. 
The report was based on a survey conducted in May by the 
Federal Power Commission and the Departments of Interior and 
Health, ~ducation and Welfare . It was issued on request of 
Resources and Power subcon@ittee chairman Robert E . Jones, D-Ala. 
The report said, while discounting the need of federal dam 
seizure, that FPC licenses to power companies should include 
conditions requiring private dam operation to "make maximum 
possible contribution to resources, including water quality." 
July 20, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
also Journal 
6 - POINT PROGRM~ URGED FOR 
"REHABILITATION" OF THE AlIDROSCOGGIN RIVER 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- A six-point program to rehabilitate 
the Androscoggin River between Maine and New Hampshire has 
been received by a House subcommittee studying these problems. 
The report on the river's problems was made at the request 
of the government operations subcommittee on natural resources 
and power headed by Rep. Robert E . Jones D-Ala. It was compiled 
by the Federal Power Commission and the Interior and Welfare 
Departments 0 
In order to rehabilitate the river valley, the report said, 
"numerous specific measures are necessary to conserve and 
develop existing fish and wildlife resources and to restore 
some of the resources which have been lost." 
Need Decrease Of Pollution 
"In the lower basin the first need is the abatement of 
pollution. Other measures, such as the construction of fish­
passage facilities, would not be effective unless the pollution 
problem were solved." 
The survey team found that dams on the main stem of the 
Androscoggin are an essential part of the area's economic de­
velopment. It said preliminary study of the river basin in­
dicates that removal of the dams in the interest of pollution 
abatement and fish and wildlife resources "would not be 
warranted." 
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The report made these recommendations: 
Waste Should Be Treated 
1 . All municipal and industrial wastes Should be treated 
to remove at least 80 per cent of the organic , oxygen consum­
ing waste and that there should be an equivalent removal of 
inorganic wastes in the river basin . 
2 0 Following such treatment of waste, all reservoirs hav­
ing flow regulation potential should be examined to determine 
whether they have possibilities for further improving water 
qualityo 
36 A fish and wildlife development plan shoul.d be prepared
for the basin. 
4 . Effective procedures should be established by state 
and local governments to protect fish and wildlife resources 
in connection with water use by industries and others where 
the federal Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act is not applic­
able . 
Should Have Recreation Plan 
5 . An outdoor recreation plan should be prepared, with 
provision for the development of the potential values of the 
river and its tributaries . 
6. Licenses issued by the Federal Power Commission for 
hydroelectric power development should be conditioned so that 
each project will be operated to make its greatest practicable 
contribution to the use of the water resources , including water 
quality . 
July 22 , 1963 Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) 
The Six- Point Program 
The six-point rehabilitation program suggested for the 
Androscoggin River in a report compiled by the Federal Power 
Commission and the Interior and Welfare departments included 
no surprising ideas . It was a gratifying , and perhaps surpri­
sing ommission , to find the report did not suggest any dramatic 
corrections. 
Those who made the Androscoggin survey found out that the 
dams on the main river represented an essential factor in the 
area's economic development o While we wouldn't have required 
a survey to have informed the government operations subcommittee 
on natural resources of this fact , it is heartening to know 
Washington has been provided with such a conclusiono The survey 
team came to the obvious conclusion that removal of the dams 
as a means of abating pollution or helping fish and wildlife 
"would not be warranted . " 
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The survey report also reached a conclusion which has 
been known by our Maine Androscoggin River experts for a long 
time. This was its first major point, namely, that municipal
and industrial wastes should be treated so as to remove the 
bulk of the organic, oxygen consuming waste On this scoreo 
it should be emphasized that industries situated along the 
river have done much more in the way of pollution abatement 
than have municipalities. 
Other pOints made were: Once effective municipal and in­
dustrial waste treatment has been accomplished, all reservoirs 
capable of flow regulation should be studied to determine 
whether they have potentialities for improving water quality;
the river basin should be provided a fish and wildlife develop­
ment plan; effective protection of fish and wildlife should 
be afforded through state and local governments; an outdoor 
recreation program for the river and its tributaries should 
be set up; all licenses issued for hydroelectric power develop­
ment should be set up so each project will contribute to the 
maximum, efficient use of water resources. 
As can be seen from the foregoing, the proposed six-point 
program offers nothing new. It vindicates, in our opinion, 
what we have stated in recent years, and that is the fact that 
steady progress is being made in improving conditions along
the Androscoggin. More improvement will be made in the years 
ahead. What must be avoided is the "eager beaver" approach
which would attempt the dramatic and impossible o 
July 24, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
It Will Be a Continuing Battle 
Maine and New Hampshire will have to keep their powder 
dry if they are to hold on the authority over pollution control 
in the Androscoggin River, and prevent federal interference. 
It has been only three weeks since the secretary of the 
U.S. Health, Education and Welfare Department, Anthony J. 
Celebreeze, notified the chief engineer of the Maine Water 
Improvement Commission that the programs already underway in 
the two states "will meet the water pollution control require­
ments on the Androscoggin ••• " Previously, the HEW had 
shown signs of preparing to move into the situation o 
Now, a subcommittee of the House of Representatives has 
come up with a sixpoint program to "rehabilitate" the Andros­
coggin. The HEW had a part in preparing this new report,
along with the Federal Power Commission and the Dept. of the 
Interioro Once again, federal incursion stares us in the Face. 
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The latest report claims that "numerous specific measures 
are necessary to conserve and develop eXisting fish and wild­
life resources and to restore some of the resources Which have 
been lost . " 
The objective in the federal report is the same as that 
of the Maine-New Hampshire programs: A cleaner river which 
will allow maximum use of the waterway . The subcommittee 
report places more emphasis on recreational use , however , a 
factor which may be an open sesame to federal interference . 
We remain convinced that pollution control on the Andros­
coggin is best left in the hands of the two states involved . 
But there is no doubt about it, a continuing battle will be 
necessary to keep it that way . 
July 25, 1963 Berlin Reporter (Editorial) 
Pollution and the Androscoggin 
Can we afford to clean up all our rivers? 
At first glance , it would seem a noble venture to make 
all our streams again as nature intended them- - clean and clear . 
But a second glance shows an economic problem that staggers 
the imagination . 
We like cool clear water flowing through our valleys 
just as much as anyone does o We cringe at open sewers , filled 
with community and industrial waste o 
But , at the same time, we have to be practical . 
As long as man is going to have cities and towns and 
industry and commerce , he's going to have waste of all types . 
There are two ways to get rid of that waste-- dump it in the 
river or treat it. Since he settled this land , man has 
taken the easy way out . He has used the rivers for his dis­
posal of waste . 
There is a push on to clean up the rivers. The federal 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare threatend to de­
mand that the Androscoggin River be cleaned up . Recently , 
HEW sald it would leave the problem of pollution control up 
to the states of Maine and New Hampshire, rather than have 
the federal government step in . 
This was a good move o The state officials are more fam­
iliar with the many sides to the problem and should be able 
to take steps consistent with the economic effects . 
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Someday the Androscoggin may be a clean rivero We doubt 
if we'll ever see that day. It will have to be a fairly slow 
process because of the millions and millions of dollars in­
volved. 
Industry bears the brunt of the attacks concerning pol­
lution. But industry is only one cause. Every city and 
town along the river dumps waste into the river. Shut all 
the mills down, and the Androscoggin still would be an open 
sewer. 
The evolution towards cleaning up the river will be a 
slow one because of the figures involved. For example, a 
sewage treatment and disposal project in Saco, Maine, has 
been pegged at a cost of $2 0 3-milliono A project in Little­
ton is going to cost well over $l-milliono Operation and 
maintenance costs must be added to those figures. 
A complete sewage disposal and treatment project in 
Berlin would cost several million dollars. And the cost is 
not only for the plant. In many cases it has been found ad­
visable to have two sewer systems--one for waste, the other 
for run-off water. The cost of laying additional sewer lines 
throughout the entire city would be staggering. 
It has been New Hampshire's policy to first start clean­
ing up the rivers that can be most easily cleaned. This 
might seem an unfair burden on those communities who must in­
stall sewage treating facilities, and in some ways it is. 
But we all share the cost of those facilities . A large part 
of the money comes from federal sources. Thirty percent 
comes from the state. So a part of the taxes we all pay to 
federal and state governments pays for part of the sewage 
treating plants now being built o 
The states of New Hampshire and Maine are making long­
range anti-pollution plans for the Androscoggin . Classifi­
cation will be established in the next Legislature session 
for tributaries to the river. Two years later, classifica­
tion of the main stream will be made. 
It is dubious that either Legislature will demand a com­
plete clean-up of the river, at least at that time. But step­
by-step plans will be drawn toward cutting down some of the 
pollution no doubto . 
We hope that those who draw these plans will carefully
weigh the economic effects of each step so that an undue 
burden is placed on no one area or no one industry. 
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August 4, 1963 Portland Sunday Telegram 
sto John Pollution International, 
Not state, Problam: Rep. McIntire 
WASHINGTON--"Congressman McIntire said in part"--WITH SO 
much federal and state attention focused on "clean water", 
McIntire also summed up for the Telegram the situation in re­
lation to pollution on the Androscoggin o (On July 25 the 
community facilities administration released money for advance 
planning for sewage works at Lisbon, which now pours raw sewage 
into the Androscoggin o ) 
McIntire said today that water pollution on the Androscog­
gin has been subject of consideration by Maine and New Hampshire 
over the past several months, with the UoS. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare an interested partyo 
Early this month an agreement was reached among all parties 
ooncerned, as to how to attend to this water pollution problem. 
Under the terms of the agreement, Maine and New Hampshire will 
recommend classification of the tributaries of the Androscoggin 
to the 1965 sessions of the state legislatures, with classifi­
cation of the river itself being submitted to the 1967 session. 
As per the agreement, this system of classification will 
establish water. quality standards which both municipalities 
and industries will be required to meet. 
"It appears, then, that there is promise of progress for 
water pollution abatement on the Androscoggin," McIntire said. 
"It is in this respect, Hew Secretary Anthony Celebrezze is 
quoted as saying recently: "There is every indication that 
the source of remedial action, proposed by the New Hampshire 
and Maine water pollution control authorities will meet water 
pol~ution control requirements on the Androscoggin River." 
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September 11, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Regional, Lewiston Planners 
to Talk River Picnic Areas 
A joint meeting of the Androscoggin Valley Regional 
Planning Commission and the Lewiston Planning Board has 
been set for 8 p . mo Wednesday, September 25, to discuss 
possibility of p~anning a recreational area a~ong the 
Androscoggin River. 
Announcement of the joint meeting was made by Donald 
R. Hawkins of Auburn, chairman of the regional group after 
he had been in conference with ~dward w. Stokowski , chairman 
of the Lewiston board . 
Both the regional and Lewiston groups will hold separate 
meetings that night . The Lewiston board meets at 7 p.m . and 
the regional commission at 7:30 p . m. to conduct routine 
business . Then the jOint session will take place at 8 p .m. 
in the Auburn council chamber . 
Hawkins said the meeting will be open to the public 
and he hoped that other interested groups will join with 
the regional and Lewiston groups in the discussion of a 
possible riverbank recreational area . 
Hawkins said it was felt that such a joint meeting is 
a step J.n the right direction in creating better liaison 
between the various planning groups of the area and that it 
was a pleasure for the regional commission to be able to 
participate in such planning discussion . 
He pOinted out a recent incident in Auburn as indicative 
of the need for some such recreational and picnic area in 
the Twin Cities.area . He said a Connecticut family stopped 
in Auburn and inquired a bout the nearest picnic area . When 
informed there were none in either Auburn or Lewiston the 
head of the family was surprised . He pointed out to Auburn 
officials that the map shows two lakes in the area and was 
astonished that nothing had been done to develop picnic 
areas . The family was directed to the State picnic area at 
Hackett ' s Mills . 
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september 14, 1963 	 Lewiston Evening Journal 
(Editorial) 
Definite Progress 
An idea of just how much progress has been made in 
cleaning up the Androscoggin River is offered by the fact 
a joint meeting of Androscoggin Valley Regional Planning 
Commission and the Lewiston Planning Board has been set 
up to discuss the possibility of planning a recreational 
area along the river. 
Twenty years ago such a thought would have produced 
ridicule; justified ridicule, for the river then was foul­
smelling throughout the summer. 
The combination of appropriate court orders, coopera­
tion by the pulp and paper companies and wise administration 
by Androscoggin River Master Dr. Walter A. Lawrance of 
Bates College has produced the drastic change that now lets 
people in this sector think seriously of an Androscoggin 
River recreational area. There has been tremendous progress 
these last two decades o 
Additional progress will be made as communities 
bordering the Androscoggin valley eventually construct 
sewage-disposal plants. While elimination of the great 
bulk of sewage flow into the Andros coggin may require 
another decade or 15 years, there is no doubt but what 
progress toward improving the river's purity will be 
constant. 
The Androscoggin River has come a great way since those 
years the '30s and '40s when it caused major distress to 
citizens living a~ong the valley. 
September 20, 1963 	 Lewiston Evening Journal 
Fish Can Exist In the Androscoggin 
Fish in the Androscoggin River - a waterway which 

has been described as so polluted that fish could not ex­

ist in it? 

It's true. Horned pout abound, along with suckers, 

of course. 

The proof has been available ln r~cent days.at the 

Bates Division or the Bates Mfg . Co., ln the slulceways 

connecting the Union Water power Co. canal and the power 

turbines at the mill o Before 7 a.m. daily, when the water 

in the area is still, h~ndreds of horned pout and suckers 

have been seen, according to Fern Raymond, a guard, and 

Charles Dulac, maintenance man. So there ••• 
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October 1, 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
N.H., ME. WATER POLLUTION 
PLANS GIVEN APPROVAL 
The New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 
Commission has reported that consulting engineers have 
recently completed preliminary reports on sewage treatment 
needs for Damariscotta, Berwick, Limestone and South 
Berwick, and that similar reports are in process for Auburn, 
Lewiston, WaterVille , Orono and Wells . 
Final construction plans for the collection and treat­
ment of sewage are being prepared for Biddeford, Oguinquit 
and Waldoboro . 
The commission, which is acting with the Maine Water 
Improvement Commission and the New Hampshire Water Pollu­
tion Commission, also released a report from Secretary 
Anthony J. Celebrezzi of the Federal Health, Eduoation 
and Welfare Department, which states that the program of 
the three groups for the clean-up of the Androscoggin
River will satisfy the department. 
The pollution control program adopted by the Maine 
and New Hampshire agencies in cooperation with New England 
commissiop, calls for classification of the interstate 
tributaries of the Androscoggin River in 1965 sessions of 
the respective state legislatures and for classification 
of the main river in the 1967 sessions. 
staff stUdies of the New Hampshire Water Pollution 
Commission are being conducted on the Contoocook and 
Androscoggin tributaries and the Nashua-Lower Merrimack 
rivers These investigations will form the basis foro 
classification recommendations to the 1965 legislature
for the Nashua River and Androscoggin tributaries o 
Algae control programs were carried out by the NHWPC 
staff during the summer at Lake Winnisquam , Mascoma Lake, 
Kezar Lake and Lake Skatutakee . All operations on a~gae 
control since 1961 have been highly successful in suppres­
sing algae blooms. Of equal significance the commission 
reports, there have been no fish kills resulting from the 
use of copper sulfate as a control chemical. 
Specifically in Maine , the commission reports that 
work has been completed on the Augusta sewage treatment 
plant and construction continues on the interceptor along 
the west side of the Kennebec River. Construction of 
Sewage treatment works continues at Caribou and Mars Hill 
in the st. John River Basino Both plants are about one­
third completed. The lagoons for treatment of sewage at 
Ashland and the promary treatment plant at Scarborough 
are nearing completiono Construction has started on the 
treatment plant for Boothbay Harbor . 
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So far in Maine 23 projects have been approved at an 
estimated cost of $12 ,700,000 under both the Federal Water 
Pollution Oontrol Act and the Public Works Acceleration 
Act . Of these, ten have been completed at a cost of 
$3 ,400 ,000 and seven are under construction at a cost of 
$4 ,500,000. Of these completed grants totaling $1 ,000,000 
were offered and on those currently under construction 
the grants totaled $1 , 800 ,0000 
October 10, 1963 	 Lewiston Evening Journal 
(Editorial) 
Reducing Pollution 
The major interest in International Paper Company's 
announcement about its plans to construct a new paper mill 
and a new kraft pulp mill at Livermore Falls naturally 
centers around the beneficial econimic impetus this will 
afford Maine . There will be the short-term boom in the 
area involving the hiring of hundreds of workers to help 
on the $54 million construction job. Of much more importance 
will be the long-term economic gain received by the state 
in terms of a modest increase in employment in the Livermore 
Falls area; a SUbstantial employment increase inthe number 
of men employed in wood cutting operations; and increased 
freight business for railroads and trucking firms. 
There also is another definite advantage which will 
result through International's decision to construct the 
great new plantso This will involve the matter of pollu­
tion. Currently IP's Otis sulphite mill is the only plant 
on the river which is using the sulphite process Oxfordo 
Paper and the Brown Company both have gone to other processes. 
By late 1965 International will have its new kraft pulp mill 
in operation if all goes according to schedule, and this 
will bring an end to the discharge of sulphite wastes into 
the Androscoggin . 
Of course International has participated with other 
pulp and paper companies in cooperating with the effort 
made Slnce the early 1940's to clean up the Androscoggin . 
The SUlphite waste has been lagooned by the company and 
sent down river only in times of high water. 
Nevertheless , as stated by George H. Rand , a vice 
president of the company~ in answer to a press conierence 
query Tuesday, the modern pulp and paper facilities in the 
Livermore Falls sector definitely will reduce the amount 
of river pollution in that particular area a great deal. 
Indeed, with the complete ending of the discharge of 
sulphite waste into the Androscoggin , residents of the river 
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valley can look ahead to additional improvement a~ong the 
river . 
The final accomplishment on the Androscoggin probably 
will occur sometime between t he present and 1975 0 ';Ve 
refer to the ending of discharging untreated sewage into 
the river by the communities which are situated along its 
banks . This problem of sewage definitely is the major 
one remaining insofar as cleaning up the Androscoggin River 
is concerned 0 
October 11 , 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
River Pollution and Industry 
TWo decades ago , the Androscoggin River had reached 
such a state of pollution that the condition was adjudged 
a nuisance by the Maine Supreme Court in Equity . Even 
as remedial steps were sought , the prophets of doom claimed 
that any effort at cleaning up the river would be a death 
blow to the pulp and paper industry , while driving other 
industries out of Maine . 
Despite the claims , the court ordered a program of 
treatment of the Androscoggin River , waters , under a court 
appOinted River Master . Later , the Legislature enacted 
anti- pollution laws , under the Water Improvement Commission , 
which have brought a steady , if slow , improvement in the 
waters of the state . 
Today , prevention of pollution is generally accepted . 
The Androscoggin River is in a far better condition than 
it was , due to the efforts of industry , under the court 
arrangement . Towns and cities have yet to take care of 
their contribution to the pollution, municipal sewage . 
Industry has not been driven from the valley or the 
state . The pulp and paper industry still thrives a~ong 
the Androscoggin River . 
Proof positive of the latter was provided this week 
by the International Paper Co . as it announced plans for 
the construction of a modern kraft plant to replace its 
old sulphite mill in Livermore Falls , Internation is one 
of the concerns which has contributed large sums of money 
tow~rd reducing industrial waste pollution of the river . 
Closing of its sulphite mill will mean even less polluting 
effluence going into the river water . 
Even though the new $54 , 000 , 000 kraft pulp and paper 
complex will be larger than the present plant river pollU­
tion will be kept at an "absolute minimum" , according to 
company officials . 
International provides living proof that industrial 

success and clean water CAN go hand in hand . 
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October 17 , 1963 Lewiston Daily Sun 
Dr . Lawrance Says River In 
Best Condition in 23 Years 
The pollution situation in the Androscoggin River 
has shown a marked improvement in the past year , accord­
ing to Dr . ·Walter .A . Lawrance of Bate s College , court ­
appointed river master , and he expects conditions to 
become even better in the next five years . 
"This has been the best summer so far , " said Dr o 
Lawrance . "The river is better than any time in the past 
23 years , and probably before that . " 
The rivermaster noted that there was no objectionable 
odor from the river this past summer . He remarked that 
this is the fourth year in which no sodium nitrate has 
been added to the water to control pollution . 
The chemical is no longer needed , Dr . Lawrance said . 
"We are now reaping the benefits of in- mill changes ••• " 
he said . The cessation of sulphite waste being dumped 
at Berlin , N. H., has helped , as well as other changes 
which have been slow in coming along the Androscoggin 
River . 
Commenting on the effect of International Paper 
Company ' s proposed new mi~l at Livermore Falls , Dr . 
Lawrance said the end of sulphite waste from their present 
plant will have a beneficial effect . 
"The dlfference will be noticeable but not spectacular , " 
he declared . The present plant at Livermore Falls is re­
portedly the last one a~ong the river to stop discharge of 
sulphite waste . 
In 1941 industries along the Androscoggin were dumping 
5 , 000 tons of waste a week into the river , Dr . Lawrance re­
ported . This wast e discharge is down to 100 tons a week 
at the present time . He noted that the summer months see 
little waste discharge into the river . Tests made by the 
rlvermaster to check progress in cleaning up the river 
measure the dissolved oxygen in the water , he said , as 
well as the biochemica~ demands . 
